
State OKs Ratner's Atlantic Yards 


Green light opens floodgates for billions in subsidies 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The political battle over the 
biggest real-estate development 
in Brooklyn’s history is over — 
and Bruce Ratner has won. 

The state’s Public Authorities 
Control Board voted Wednes- 
day to approve Forest City Rat- 
ner ’s Atlantic Yards project, giv- 
ing a final governmental nod to 
the $4-billion, Frank Gehry-de- 
signed mini-city of 16 towers, 
hundreds of thousands of square 
feet of office and retail space, 
6,430 apartments, and a 19,000- 
seat basketball arena. 

The historic vote capped three 
years of rancorous debate, but the 
battle now becomes a judicial one, 
with suits challenging eminent 
domain condemnations pending 
in state and federal courts. 

“I trust that the courts will give 
this project a thorough review, 


EDITORIAL 


THE STEAL OF 
THE CENTURY 

Bruce Ratner won ugly. 

Whether you support Atlantic 
Yards or oppose it, all New York- 
ers should be disgusted by the 
endgame of the public approval 
process for Ratner’s $4-billion 
mega-development. 

Given the “three-men-in-a- 
room” culture of Albany, it was 
inevitable that so vital a project 
would come down to the OK of 
just one man, Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver. 

Earlier in the week, Silver 
grumbled that he had not been 
given evidence that the project’s 
financing — which already in- 
cludes a $200-million payout by 
the state and city, plus more than 
a billion dollars in future subsi- 
dies underwritten by Mr. and 
Mrs. New York Taxpayer — rep- 
resented a good investment. 

Lo and behold, at the 11th 
hour, state officials rushed to Sil- 
ver’s office and supposedly gave 
him heretofore unseen docu- 
ments that show that Atlantic 
Yards is indeed a great deal for 
taxpayers. 

Wouldn’t you know! 

But we have our doubts. First 
of all, those documents have nev- 
er been seen by the public, so 
there is no way of knowing 
whether they reflect reality or 
just part of the elaborate fantasy 
See STEAL on page 6 


something that has not happened 
in any legislative body,” City 
Councilwoman Letitia James (D- 
Prospect Heights) said. “Until the 
courts rule on the pending and 
upcoming cases, Atlantic Yards 
as we know it cannot be built.” 

Brooklyn would forever be al- 
tered by this project, whose chief 
state advocate, Empire State De 
velopment Corporation Chair- 
man Charles Gargano, said 
would bring a “Manhattan” sen- 
sibility to the borough. 

“Atlantic Yards will transform 
a largely underutilized and blight- 
ed area into one of the most 
spectacular and dynamic mixed- 
use communities in the nation,” 
Gargano said in a statement. 

The project’s most-visible 
Brooklyn backer, Borough Pres- 
ident Markowitz, focused on the 
“thousands” of union construc- 
tion jobs and the 2,250-units of 
below-market-rate rentals that 
proponents say would be created 
by the project. 

Markowitz also cheered Rat- 
ner for bringing Brooklyn back to 
the “major leagues” almost 50 
years after the Dodgers aban- 
doned the borough. Ratner plans 
to move his New Jersey Nets into 
the Atlantic Yards arena. 

Opponents of the project com- 
plained of an approval process 
tainted by cronyism, sweetheart 
deals and billions of dollars in 
hidden public subsidies. 

“The community deserves to 
know how much this project 
will cost — and we do not,” said 
Councilwoman James. 

See RATNER WINS on page 1 2 




Happy Ho Ho Ho! 

A home on 84th Street between and 1 1th and 12th avenues in Dyker Heights is one of many in the neighborhood that really 
gets into the Christmas spirit. 


Gowanus toxic plume 
targeting Park Slopers 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

An underground cloud of tox- 
ins that has already invaded the 
future home of the Whole Foods 
supermarket, is moving from 
the industrial neighborhood 
along the Gowanus Canal 
toward Park Slope, an engineer 
told state officials this month. 

Dangerously high levels of 
benzene — a gasoline byproduct 
that can cause cancer if it is in- 
haled — have seeped into the soil 
below the Third Avenue site 
where Whole Foods is building 
its first Brooklyn store. 

The engineering report traces 
the Whole Food site’s toxins to a 
canal-front parking lot and fuel 
station owned by Verizon at Third 
Street, a block west of the epi- 
curean grocer’s future home. 

“[High levels of benzene are] 
most likely related to [that] gaso- 
line source located off-site,” said 
the report, presented by Whole 
Foods to the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation as 
part of its two-year-long, state-su- 
pervised cleanup. 



The epicenter of the toxic plume is 175 Third Street. ^ 
But reports indicate that it has reached the Whole | 
Foods site and may continue to spread. “ 


A call to Verizon was not re- 

The underground toxins don’t 
present an immediate threat to 
neighbors, according to DEC. 
But the public health costs could 
be high if the movement of 
chemicals isn’t stopped. 

“Benzene causes cancer,” said 
Patricia Culligan, a professor of 
civil engineering at Columbia 
University. 

“The bigger the [contaminated 
area], the higher the probability 
that people will come into contact 

The benzene detected on the 
Whole Foods site is not the first 
sign that toxins are traveling to- 
wards some of Brooklyn’s most- 
desirable residential areas. 

Last year, Keyspan engineers 
detected benzene-laced ground- 
water traveling west towards hip 
Smith Street from a former gas 
production plant at Fourth Street 
and the canal. 

Still, state environmental offi- 
cials don’t know how large the 
latest cloud of toxins is, or how 
far it has traveled. 

See TOXIC on page U 


Circus may 
parade into 
Coney Island 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 



Running away to the circus might soon be as easy as taking the D 
train to Stillwell Avenue if Coney Island real-estate magnate Joseph 
Sitt has his way. 

The Big Apple Circus has confirmed that it met recently with Sitt’s Thor Eq- 
uities to discuss incorporating the circus into the $2-billion condo-and-amuse- 
ment neighborhood Sitt has proposed for the dozen-odd acres of Boardwalk- 
front property he owns in the neighborhood. 

“There was one very preliminary exploratory meeting a couple of months 
ago,” said Joel Dein, a Big 
Apple spokesman. 

Dein emphasized that a 
potential relationship with 
Thor would not undermine 
Lincoln Center’s status as 
the circus’s home base. 

Thor has also reportedly 
been talking to Nickelode- 
on and Disney about col- 
laborating on the beachfront 
development, although those 
reports could not be con- 

Coney Island insiders 
this week applauded the idea 
of the Big Apple on the 
Boardwalk, saying the cir- 
cus would fit as nicely into 
the community as a sword 
down a freak-show perfor- 

“As long as you’re 
bringing in amusement op- 
erators, rather than shop- 
ping malls and condos, 
bring it on!” said Dick Zi- 
gun, who runs Coney Is- 
land’s legendary Sideshow. 

“There traditionally were 
circuses at Steeplechase, 

Dreamland and Luna Park,” 
added Zigun. “The circuses 
scattered when the amuse- 
ment parks closed.” 

Michael Immerso, the 
author of the authoritative 
history of the entertainment 
community, agreed — 
though he warned that 
Coney Island’s entertain- 
ment diversity must be pre- 

“One would hope that 
Thor would also reach out 
to more cutting-edge local 

entertainment visionaries,” 

said Immerso, author of “Coney Island, the People’s Playground.” 

“If you [relocate] the same things you could find at Times Square, then you 
don’t have Coney Island, you just have American pop culture transplanted in 
Coney Island.” 

As The Brooklyn Papers has reported, Sitt has been snapping up land in 
Coney Island for more than a year. With his purchase of the famed, but dilapi- 
dated, Astroland last month, he now owns 13 acres of prime real estate between 
West 10 and 15th streets on which to build his restaurant, hotel, amusement, 
See CIRCUS on page 14 


Zaida (upside down) and Aumor of the Big 
Apple Circus may soon be showing off 
their skills in Coney Island. 




Marty’s Xmas 


We always look forward to receiving holiday wishes from Bor- 
ough President Markowitz — if only so we can share the Beep’s 
Christmas card with the many Brooklynites not on his list. 

Last year, we deconstructed a handful of coded symbols that 
Markowitz had embedded within the card, including his trademark 
white tuxedo. This year’s card — which celebrates the first season 
of pro volleyball at Coney Island — is again chock full of excite- 


ment, as our analysis shows: 

1. Marty's wife, Jamie, the Beep's 
ultimate cheerleader, looks far 
less like Michael Jackson than in 
previous years. 

2. Marty's head looks out of scale 
with his body. Is this a comment 
on the well-documented success 
of his diet? 


- Gersh Kuntzman 

3. Four against two doesn't seem 
fair, especially when Marty is join- 
ed by bi-racial Santas and a Has- 
idic rabbi, volleyball legends said. 

4. Most litter on the Coney beach 
is festive in Markowitz's card, but 
one empty bottle was included, a 
nod to reality, we suppose. 


Welcome 2007: GO Brooklyn's guide to 
restaurants celebrating the New Year, includ- 
ing Stonehome Wine Bar (above). See page 7. 
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This Holiday 
give more, 
waste less! 



Reduce your waste 
and lighten the load 
for Santa’s clean-up crew! 


Ideas for a less-wasteful holiday season: 

• Give homemade gifts such as cookies, handcrafts or framed photos. 

• Give entertainment such as museum memberships, tickets to movies, theater, concerts or sporting events. 

• Give learning such as language or music lessons, classes in cooking, photography or other favorite hobbies. 

• Give your time or talent such as baby-sitting, pet-sitting, computer help or home repairs. 

• Give fitness such as gym memberships, personal training sessions, or classes in yoga, pilates or dance. 

• Give pampering such as a massage, facial or manicure & pedicure. 

• Give to the greater good by making a contribution to someone’s favorite charity. 



Other ways to reduce your waste this holiday season: • use an artificial tree instead of a real tree, and reuse it year after year. (If you do buy a real tree, 
leave the tinsel off so it can be composted in January.) • send E-mail greetings rather than paper cards to cut down on paper waste • wrap gifts in reusable 
gift bags, or create your own gift wrap using maps or comics. (If you buy gift wrap and greeting cards, make sure they’re made from recycled paper.) 

Don't forget others may want the stuff you no longer need. There are many local charitable organizations interested in receiving your gently used clothing, 
furniture, books and electronic goods. For a list, visit www.nyc.gov/nycwasteless/donate. 


For more ways to reduce New York’s waste, visit the NYCWasteLe$$ website: www.nyc.gov/nycwasteless 

v 
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City of New York, Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor 
Department of Sanitation, John J. Doherty, Commissioner 



12/06 


December 23, 2006 


The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com • (718) 834-9350 


dtz DTZ 3 


Black officer picked 
for high B'klyn post 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Two brownstone Brooklyn lawmak- 
ers are crowing this week after Police 
Commissioner Ray Kelly named a per- 
son of color to a powerful bor- 
ough command. 

Assistant Chief Gerald Nel- 
son, currently in charge of the 
school safety division, will be the 
new chief of the Brooklyn North 
Patrol, which covers 10 precincts 
from Williamsburg to Boeram 
Hill and East New York. 

The promotion came days af- 
ter Councilwoman Letitia James 
(D-Fort Greene) and Assembly- 
man-elect Hakeem Jeffries (D-Prospect 
Heights) joined a coalition of black lead- 
ers demanding Kelly appoint an African- 
American in the wake of last month’s fa- 
tal police shooting of an unarmed black 
man killed on his wedding day. 



Nelson (inset) will become the only 
black commander of the eight borough 
patrols in the NYPD. 

“Kelly heard the appeal from central 
Brooklyn elected officials, but his work is 
not done yet,” said James. “We need to 
continue to promote, recruit, and 
retain people of color at the de- 
partment, particularly at the top 
level where decisions are made.” 
An NYPD spokesman said 
politics did not play a role in 
Nelson’s promotion. 

“He’s been [promoted] as a 
result of the exceptional job he 
did at school safety,” he said. 

The post was vacant due to 
the retirement of Joseph Cun- 
Councilman A1 Vann (D-Bedford- 
Stuyvesant); Rep. Ed Towns (D-Brooklyn 
Heights); state Sen. Velmanette Mont- 
gomery (D-Park Slope); and state Sen.- 
elect Eric Adams (D-Fort Greene) also 
called for a black to succeed Cunneen. 
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On ALL 14kt Gold, 
Diamond, Silver, 
Jewelry, Watches 
and Giftware 


Where Marty feared to tread: The Brooklyn Papers Editor Gersh 
Kuntzman lit Downtown's menorah on Monday with Rabbi Aaron Raskin 
of Congregation B'nai Avraham after acrophobic Borough President 
Markowitz declined. 


Armed thugs rob Samaritan 


$25.00 and up* 
$99.00 and up* 
$15.00 and up* 
$55.00 and up* 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

So much for lending a 
helping hand. 

A man who tried to help two 
lost strangers ended up $800 
poorer when one wanderer re- 
vealed a gun in his waistband 
on Dec. 12, police said. 

The 25-year-old Good Sa- 
maritan saw the pair stopping 
pedestrians near the comer of 
Boerum and Livingston streets, 
around 7:30 pm. When he ap- 
proached to offer assistance, 
one fellow asked him where 
“Reed’s House” was located. 
He said he didn’t know. 

The second stranger had a 
different inquiry. “How much 
money do you have?” he asked. 
The man told him he had $38 in 
his pocket. 

The money-hungry fellow 
then opened jacket to show off 
the gun tucked into his waist- 
band. “I know you have more 
money than that,” he said. ‘You 
are going to an ATM and get- 
ting me, like, $1,000.” 

The victim agreed, and the 
trio traipsed to a savings bank 
on Livingston Street. The man 
withdrew $800, slid it into an 
envelope — along with the $38 
— and gave it to the gunman. 
The thief told him to leave the 
bank and walk away; the victim 
complied, but walked straight 
to the police station. 

Armed with his description, 
police are looking for two black 
men, one about 30-years-old, 5- 
foot-7, dressed that day in a 
beige snorkel jacket and a blue 
skull cap; and the gunman, who 
is closer to 40, 6-foot- 1, with 
gray hair and dressed in a dark 

Cell snatch 

A teenager lost his cellphone 
to a thug who beat and robbed 
him as he walked along Bergen 
Street on Dec. 15, police said. 

The 15-year-old victim was 
heading home from school 
around 3 pm when the stranger 
stopped him as he neared Smith 
Street. 

“Give me your cellphone,” 
the thief demanded. 

When the teen refused, the 
thug grabbed the phone and 
shoved him up against a wall, 
causing a bad cut on his hand. 

The robber ran off with the 
mobile phone and the boy was 
rushed to Lutheran Medical 
Center. 

Bank jobs 

Two women lost their valu- 
ables while visiting banks in 
two separate incidents last 
week. 

On Dec. 11 a 29-year-old 
woman used her credit card to 
buy a Metrocard, around 5 pm. 
When she later visited a bank at 


POLICE BLOTTER 


that the card had been lifted 
from her wallet. 

Her credit card company told 
her that the thief had already 
charged a $60 Metrocard to her 
account. 

The next day, a thief swiped 
a woman’s purse from the 
counter of a Fulton Street bank, 
police said. 

The 54-year-old victim visit- 
ed the branch, at Pearl Street, 
around 2:30 pm. She put her 
pocketbook on the ledge while 
making a transaction. That was 
just long enough for a thief to 
snatch the bag and bolt. 

The black leather Coach bag 
contained an array of credit 
cards and $100. 

Drunk sobered 

A drunken woman lost her 
credit card and personal papers 
to a man who claimed to have a 
gun when he rushed her on 
Cadman Plaza on Dec. 13, po- 
lice said. 

The 34-year-old admitted she 
was too tipsy to get a good look 
at her attacker or remember 
many details of the heist. The 
victim knew it was 1 1 pm when 
she was robbed, near Tillary 
Street but the rest is a blur. 

School struck 

For the second time in less 
than a month, someone swiped 
a projector from a Navy Street 
high school — without causing 

The Urban Assembly for 
Law and Justice, near Flushing 
Avenue, was one of three 
schools to report thefts in late 
November. 

The latest heist came be- 
tween 5:15 pm on Dec. 11 and 
8 am the following day, police 
said. A 24-year-old teacher said 
the projector, worth $3,000, 
was locked in a classroom 
when she left, but the door was 
open — and undamaged — and 
the machine was missing the 
next morning. 

The theft resembles the earli- 
er heist of a similar, $3,000 pro- 
jector. That machine was stored 
in a teacher’s desk when she 
left at 3 pm on Nov. 22; by 8 
am on Nov. 27, it had disap- 

Sounds like it might be a case 
for the students of the Urban As- 
sembly for Law and Justice. 

Small change 

A man swiped $12 in change 
from a car on Dec. 16, only to 
be chased down and held by the 
owner until police arrived. 

Police cruising Luquer Street 
saw the victim racing after the 


Santas flfe Haystack 
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Naughty or nice, there's no better place to 
shop this holiday season than Haystack 
Home & Body. We’ve got stylish and fun 
gifts for everyone on your list. ..moms, dads, 
kids, grandkids, teachers, coworkers, 
babysitters, perhaps even Santa herself. 

Holiday store hours: 

Mon-Sat 11-8 
Sun 12-6 
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HAYSTACK 
home e3 body 
130 Clinton Street 
(betu>. Joralemon e3 living,] ton ) 
7182462510 


thief just before noon. The sus- 
pect had swiped the change — 
$5 in quarters, $6 in dimes and 
$1 in nickels — from the victim’s 
car, parked near Clinton Street. 

But the victim arrived in 
time to catch him in the act. He 
chased the man down and held 
him until Police Officer Le- 
shawn Croswell could slap on 
the handcuffs. 

Flashlight tag 

Two teenage thugs — one in 
a mask — tried to use a flash- 
light beat a woman walking on 
Clinton Street during a robbery 
attempt on Dec. 15, police said. 

The robbers rushed the 47- 
year-old woman as she neared 
the comer of Luquer Street, 
around 8:30 pm. One tried to 
smack her in the head with the 
torch, but the victim managed 
to block the strike. 

That’s when the second 
masked thug stepped up and 
tried to rifle her pockets. But he 
also failed, and the pair fled 
empty-handed. 

Lock and beat 

Two brutes used a padlock to 
beat and rob a teenager of a 
sweater on Dec. 7, police said. 

The thugs stopped 16-year- 
old victim as he left a budding 
on Lorraine Street, near Henry 
Street, at 6 pm. They asked him 
if he knew another teenager, but 
when he said no, they attacked 
him with the heavy lock on a 
chain, beating him in the head 
and face. 

The muggers grabbed the 
teen’s gray sweater and wallet. 
After they rifled the wallet and 
found it empty, they threw it 
back and ran off with the 
sweater. 

Spat theft 

With a boyfriend like this, 
who needs enemies? 

A man punched his woman 
and stole her chain — with a 
silver cross — in a brawl at 
their Henry Street home on 
Dec. 12, police said. 

The victim was left with red 
marks on her neck and a 
bruised arm after her alleged 
boyfriend socked her in the 
shoulder around 4:30 pm, cops 
said. He swiped the necklace, 
valued at $275, and rushed out 
of the apartment, near Hamilton 
Avenue. 

eChurch hit 

Someone stole a computer 
from a Catholic church on Car- 
roll Street on Dec. 6, police 

Church officials discovered 
the break-in around 3:30 pm, 
when they found a damaged 


air-conditioning unit outside a 
back window of Sacred Heart 
and St. Stephen’s. 

Once inside the rectory of 
the 63-year-old church, at Sum- 
mit Street, the burglar helped 
himself to a Toshiba computer, 
valued at $1,400. 

Gutter thugs 

Two teenage thugs with a 
black gun and aggressive atti- 
tude forced a couple to their 
knees in a Clifton Place gutter 
during a Dec. 14 robbery, po- 
lice said. 

The victims were getting into 
their car, parked near St. James 
Place, around 4:20 am. Sudden- 
ly they were rushed by two 
young men, one holding a black 
handgun that he used to bash 
the 24-year-old man in the 

“Give me the cash and give 
me the cellphone,” the gunman 
demanded. The victim turned 
over the goods, and the robber 
forced him to kneel on the 
pavement, by the rear fender of 

The brutes then turned to his 
companion, the 25 -year-old 
woman, and demanded her 
money. When she told them 
she had none, they also forced 
her to her knees on the ground, 
and ransacked the car. 

After pulling a laptop from 
the victim’s vehicle, the rob- 
bers ran down St. James Place. 
When they reached a silver 
SUV parked on the comer, they 
jumped in and sped away. In 
all, the heist netted a Dell lap- 
top, the cellphone and $21. 

iPod rob 

Two teenage thugs armed 
with a boxcutter beat and 
robbed a boy their age at a 
Myrtle Avenue bus stop on 
Dec. 12, police said. 

The 17-year-old was waiting 
for a ride near the comer of 
Emerson Place, at 7:30 pm, 
when the thieves appeared. One 
insisted, “Run your iPod,” 
smacked him in the face and 
pulled out a boxcutter. 

The victim turned over the 
popular digital music player 
and the robbers ran off along 
Myrtle Avenue. 

Civic swiped 

Once again, thieves chose a 
Honda Civic. 

A 1997 sedan disappeared 
from its parking spot on Greene 
Avenue, near Clermont Avenue, 
between 4 pm and 7:30 pm on 
Dec. 10. cops said. 

Honda Civics have proven 
popular to thieves. In one week 
this fall, five were swiped in 
Park Slope alone. 

Axes taken 

Cops believe an employee 
may be behind two guitars that 
went missing at an Atlantic Ter- 


FREE HOME 
MODIFICATIONS 

Free home modifications available to frail seniors 
and individuals with disabilities living in Brooklyn 
Community Boards 2, 3, 4, 8 & 16. 

To qualify, applicants must have household incomes of 
no more than $19,146 annually. 

Modifications will enable individuals to perform every- 
day tasks more independently and allow greater access 
to and within the home — e.g. installation of grab bars, 
walk-in shower, ramps, and widening doorways. 

For an application call 

Services for the UnderServed 

at 718.403.9846, ext. 248 


Ted Rothstein. DDS PhD 
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A winning smile is a priceless asset 

c 'lmACES°“ 

ard Lm 


w 


Lingual 
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Cosmetic Teeth Whitening Center 


minal Mall music store. 

A Pedulla “Rapture” and a 
Warwick “Corvette” — valued 
at $2,000 together — disap- 
peared between Nov. 13 and 
Dec. 13, cops said. There are no 
security cameras in the store, 
which is on Atlantic Avenue 
near Flatbush Avenue. 

A manager told cops that he 
suspects his employee. 


14kt Gold Jewelry 
Diamond Jewelry 
Sterling Silver Jewelry & Giftware 
Watches 

ESQ., Wittnauer, Bulova-Accutron, 

Caravelle, Anne Klein, Jay Lo, Trump 

187 State Street 

(bet. Court & Boerum) • (718) 852-1421 
Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 1 lam - 5pm 

*** OPEN SUNDAYS FROM 12 TO 4PM **• 
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192 Amity Street 

(between Court St. & Clinton St.) 


NEW ARRIVAL 

Anna Corinna "City Tote" 
Available in Black, Java, 
Blue, Tan & Plum 


shoes handbags jewelry accessories gifts 

www.BURKETALON.com 


• Local & Long Distance Services 


• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 
Casinos 

Myrtre 

Car & Limo Service 


Leave packages with us. 
And worries behind. 


COPY SERVICE • OFFICE SUPPLIES 
FAX SERVICE • GIFT CARDS • BINDING LAMINATING 
PASSPORT PHOTOS • MAILBOX RENTALS 

COBBLE HILL VARIETY & MAILING CENTER 
495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844 

Open 7 Days 'til 9pm ifwt 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

msnwpiM 

(718) 230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 


YIN YANG YOGA 

GRAND OPENING!! 


Relax, Restore, Renew 

15% Off 'Til 12/31/06! 
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748 Myrtle Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11205 
(718) 875-2648 


www.yinyangyoga.com * info@yinyangyosa.com 


Massage Therapy for 



DharmaNYC 

^ Lauren Sweeney-HampeLLM 
Member AMTA & NCBTMB 

• Swedish • Shiatsu • Sport 
• Hot Stone • Deep Tissue 

917-923-1114 

COBBLE HILL 

Gift Certificates Available 



labus Buttding 
Corporation 

MASONRY SPECIALISTS 

Construction Financing Available 

Purchase • Home Improvement 

Debt Consolidation Loans 

Jim & Deborah Buscarello 
«- 98 Van Dyke Street • (718) 852-5364 


The Most 

Memorable Funeral 

Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located in the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 
Services customized to meet your needs. 
Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi 6t Carlton) 

(718) 625-4656 
Funeral Directors: 

Robert F. Cranford 8f Eva J. Cranford 
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A VINTAGE WAREHOUSE 
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collectibles 

68 Washington Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11205 
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clothing 

www.repopny.com 
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monthly 
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Premium Pet Food & Supply | 


197 Adelphi Street (Corner of Willoughby Avenue) 

WE DELIVER •* 718-522-5244 
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Wal-Mart targets Albee Square ... again 


Wal-Mart loses 

With Wal-Mart again eyeing a Downtown Brooklyn site, 
we put the Bentonville, Arkansas-based behemoth in a 
price smackdown with retailers along the shopper-friend- 
ly Fulton Mall. Considering the numbers below, Wal- 
Might might have to change its slogan — "Always low 
prices" — for its Brooklyn location. — Ariella Cohen 

Wal-Mart 

Product 

Fulton Mall 

$2.37 

8.5-ounce Colgate toothpaste 

$1.19 

$10.97 

Disney glove set 

$4.99 

$298 

1 /4-carat diamond ring 

$299 

$9.72 

New rap releases 

$15.99 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Fulton Mall may be custom 
made for Wal-Mart. 

The city is now considering 
a plan to tear down the aging 
Gallery shopping center to 
make way for a soaring mixed- 
use tower that could accommo- 
date a Wal-Mart, the New York 
Sun reported last week. 

If the deal were completed, 
Albee Square, as the site is 
known, would be rebuilt into 
Fulton Mall’s most ambitious 
project yet — a glistening tow- 
er that would include 800 apart- 
ments, 100,000 square feet of 
office space and a 500,00- 
square-foot ground-floor per- 
fect for the behemoth of Ben- 
tonville, Arkansas. 

Wal-Mart has been eyeing a 
Downtown site for at least two 
years, including the Albee 
Square location. The discount 
chain has been trying to open a 
store in New York City, but has 
met strong opposition from or- 
ganized labor and (less-organ- 
ized) environmentalists. 

Wal-Mart spokesman Philip 
Serghini declined to comment 


on the Albee location, but reit- 
erated that the retailer was “ac- 
tively reviewing potential sites 
in all five boroughs.” 

Albee Square, nestled be- 
tween busy DeKalb and Flat- 
bush avenues, is attractive to re- 
tailers like Wal-Mart thanks to 
the 100,000 pedestrians who 
pass by it daily. Right now, the 
Gallery’s biggest-name tenants 


are Toys “R” Us and a Forever 
21 clothing store. 

On a recent Saturday, the 
low-rise mall hosted far fewer 
shoppers than Fulton Street’s 
pedestrian corridor, but sold 
many of the same discount 
shoes and heavily marked- 
down leather goods. 

“Buy one leather jacket and 
get two for free,” barked a 


hawker at the mail’s entrance. 
“Sell them on the street and get 
your money back!” 

The Gallery was previously 
owned by Atlantic Yards devel- 
oper Bruce Ratner, who sold to 
to Joe Sitt’s Thor Equities after 
it failed to attract enough high- 
dollar tenants. Because it sits on 
land that is owned by the city, 
the Economic Development 
Corporation will help decide 
what will be built. 

Sitt is reportedly trying to flip 
the site, take his profit, and move 
on, leaving the city to find a new 
developer to carry out its big- 
box, big-tower vision. 

At least one Fulton Mall 
businessman said Wal-Mart 
would be out of place in Down- 
town Brooklyn. 

“People come here on tour 
buses when they want to see 
what real New York is like,” 
said Leo Gulfam, a former graf- 
fiti artist who rents a storefront 
where he customizes clothing, 
jewelry and Air Jordan sneakers 
with everything from Pakistani 
flags to picture of Tweedy Bird. 

"Our people are crazy about 
bling,” he said. “They aren’t 
crazy about Wal-Mart.” 



The Gallery mall on Fulton Mall will soon be torn down, perhaps to make room for the city's first Wal-Mart. 


Brooklyn Do? House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

1 / * r ' N \\ 7am-i0pm weekdays, Qam-iOpm weekends 


t-j 


yam-iopm weekdays, 9 am-i 0 pm weekends 

■ 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

■ web cams - watcn your dog play 

■ curbside pick up and drop off 

■ air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
• individual attention 

■ multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 Douglass (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Hookers 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

All the new moms along a 
once-lonely stretch of the 
Brooklyn waterfront didn’t 
just give birth to children — 
they also delivered a new 
neighborhood association. 

The Columbia Street Water- 
front Neighborhood Associa- 
tion held its first meeting this 
week at the B61 bar, a de-facto 
capital of the cozy corridor 
south of Atlantic Avenue be- 
tween the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway and the waterfront. 

And participants credited the 


COMING FALL 2006 


"Combining Spa & Wellness with Medicine" 



PHYSICIAN-DIRECTED 

LIFE-STYLE MODIFICATION • SPORTS MEDICINE • PHYSICAL THERAPY 
ORTHOPEDIC REHABILITATION • PAIN MANAGEMENT • NUTRITION COUNSELING 
ACUPUNCTURE • MASSAGE THERAPY • FACIAL/BODY SERVICES 
ANTI-AGING TREATMENTS • AESTHETIC/PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY 


71 Carroll Street Brooklyn, NY 11231 • www.lomawellness.com 




139 Montape Street • 718.858.5592 

www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


First A.M.E. Zion Church 

54 MacDonough St. 

(bet. Tompkin & Marcy Ave.) 

Sunday School 9:45 am 


(718) 638-3343 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 Stl johns Place 


71&332-1266 

Services: 7:15 Morning Minyan 
Shabbat: Fri Sundown Sat 9:30am 

CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 

www.patksiopeshul.org ^34 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

718-875-9124 

Friday Eve Services 6:30pm 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin 
www.bnaiavraham.com 

Candle 

Lighting 

Miketz 

Fri., December 22, before 4:14pm 

Vayigash 

Fri., December 29, before 4:18pm 

Mikvah 

For appointment call 596-WATER 


get block group 


newborns. 

“There are new families 
moving in [so] we need to get 
organized,” said Gary Gatullo, 
who attended the meeting. 

As a result, children’s needs 
will clearly be front and center. 

“We need to watch what is 
happening at the schools,” said 
one parent in attendance, men- 
tioning overcrowding at PS 29 
on Henry Street. 

Another resident at the Sun- 
day afternoon meeting said he 
worried about a five-story tem- 
porary residence for mentally 
disabled people that is being 
built nearby. 


Pro-park 
people 
appeal 
their case 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Opponents of a state’s plan 
to build luxury apartments on 
the Brooklyn waterfront are 
appealing last month’s ruling 
that threw out their case. 

The Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Defense Fund filed its notice of 
appeal in state court last Friday. 

“This case will establish 
whether parks can be built with 
private housing at its edges and 
entrances,” said Robert Chira, at- 
torney for the defense fund, 
which opposes the state proposed 
1 .3-mile-long complex of con- 
dos, a hotel and parkland stretch- 
ing from Atlantic Avenue to the 
foot of the Manhattan Bridge. 

“The case will determine a 
national precedent for public 

And it wouldn’t be the holi- 
day season without a plea for 
charity. As such, the condo-in- 
a-park foes are asking Brook- 
lynites to kick in some cash for 
their ongoing fight. 

“We will continue to pres- 
sure our local officials to 
[block] the bloated and priva- 
tized ‘Park,’ ” said defense fund 
member Bob Stone. “In the 
meanwhile, we would welcome 
contributions.” 

The Defense Fund is a tax-ex- 
empt, 501 (c)3 organization. 
Checks can be sent to: Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Defense Fund, 12 
Willow PI., Brooklyn, NY 1 1201. 

— Ariella Cohen 


“Is this something that peo- 
ple want to raise children 
around?” he asked. 

In recent weeks, area con- 
cerns about development, traf- 
fic safety and school crowding 
have come into sharp focus. 
The city wants to transform the 
publicly owned waterfront west 
of Columbia Street — currently 
home to a working cargo port 
that will be evicted in March — 
into a maritime-themed indus- 
trial area with a still-undefined 
tourist attraction. 

Many of the same people at 
Sunday’s barroom meeting 
came out against that plan’s 
housing component, a 350-unit 
development. 

The city scrapped the plan 
last week. 

“This is a neighborhood in 
transition and we need to make 
sure our voice continues to be 
heard,” said association organ- 
izer Michael Webster. 

But to those who remember 
the neighborhood a decade ago, 
when it was better known as a 
playground for gangsters, the 
new quandaries don’t feel so 
bad. 

“The longshoremen would 
die to see all these young 
women with strollers and wor- 
rying about traffic,” said Greg 
O’Connell, the developer who 
converted a Civil War-era ware- 
house into a new Fairway and 
artist condos earlier this year. 

“These are the problems a 
neighborhood should have.” 


I'll be your bridge 
from where you are to 
where you want to be 



Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, 
then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive 
As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 
on ABC & Fox News 






• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months ! Whealing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 

Dr. Tony is recognized 
as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 



r - "0NLY $495 -- i 

j FOR DENTURE! j 

I Limited Time Offer | 
| “with a puchase of MDI | 


Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 


461 77th St - Bay Ridge 
1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www.oraldentalcare.com 


Casale Jewelers 


GOING OUT 
OF BUSINESS 


BROOKLYN STORE ONLY 


UP TO 75% OFF O 
EVERYTHING 



Entire inventory being liquidated! 

: C HUGE SELECTION 

Diamond Pendants • Diamond Earrings 
Diamond Engagement Rings • Pearls 
Gem Stones • and Much Much More! 


Casale Jewelers 

306 Court Street (at DeGraw) 

OPEN 7 DAYS UNTIL CHRISTMAS! M-F: 10-9, Sat: 10-7, Sun: 10-3 


mmmm • 71 8 - 852-6344 


Spend more time with family. 
Less time standing in line. 



f * 



93 Montague St (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Saturday Sunday 

10:00-6:00 10:00-4:00 


The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

First Class 
Day Care 

at 167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 

. . . Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 

Serving ages 2 - 6 

Fully Air Conditioned 
Indoor Gym 
Integrated Program 
Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 
Reading Readiness 
Safe and Nurtuing environment 
Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 
New York State Certified teachers 
Arts & Crafts 
Computers in Classrooms 
CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 
Enrichment Programs 
Full/ Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 
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iPod thief seeks truth 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A thief’s plea for truth has 
police looking at a possible 
pattern of two attempted iPod 
thefts on Dec. 10. 

A 24-year-old North Caroli- 
na resident was stopped by the 
stranger as he walked along 
Berkeley Place, between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues, around 
10:15 pm. 

“Do you have an iPod?” the 
thug asked. “Don’t lie to me!” 

The thief reached into the vic- 
tim’s jacket and couldn’t find one 


of the popular digital music play- 
ers. But he did find $35, which he 
pulled out. He then punched the 
victim in the face and ran. 

Moments later, it looks like 
the same thief was still seeking 
an iPod. This time, he was with 

His next target was a 25-year 
old man, walking along Lincoln 
Place, between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues. It was now 
close to 10:30 pm. 

“Do you have an iPod?” the 
thug insisted, once again. “Don’t 

When the victim didn’t re- 


POLICE BLOTTER 


spond, the thug shoved him and 
bolted up Lincoln Place. Police 
are looking for a black man, 5- 
foot-8 and 150 pounds, with a 
Caesar haircut, jeans and a 
black sweater vest. 

Blockbusted 

This wasn’t just a run on 
new releases — it was an all- 
out DVD raid. 

A trio of thieves armed with 
laundry bags stole games and 


movies worth more than $2,000 
from a rental franchise on Fifth 
Avenue, police said. 

The three unarmed men 
mshed into the store, between 
14th and 15th streets, around 
11:30 pm. Each burglar filled 
his blue sack with over 100 
disks with movies and games. 
Only one thief acknowledged 
the clerk, by saying, “Hello.” 

Police are now looking for a 
heavy-set white Hispanic man, 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


First A.M.E. Zion Church 

54 MacDonough St. 


Service/Bible Study 6:30 pn 

(718) 638-3343 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 St. Johns Place 

bet. Classon & Franklin 

638-6583 


^ Cong. B’nai Jacob 

'■ Park Slope Synagogue 
II 9th Str. btw 6 th & 7th Ave. 


Services: 7:15 Morning Minyan 
Shabbat: Fri Sundown Sat 9:30am 

CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 

www.parkslopeshul.org ^. 3 , 


Union 

Temple 


followed by Potluck Dinner 6:30 p.r 
All other Friday evenings 8:15 p.r 

17 Eastern Parkway 

638-7600 

Rabbi Dr. Linda Henry Goodman 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 


Candle . ( . /m 

Lighting^ 

Miketz 

Fri., December 22, before 4:14pm 

Vayigash 

Fri., December 29, before 4:18pm 

Mikvali 

For appointment call 596-WATER 



Where Marty feared to tread: The Brooklyn Papers Editor Gersh Kuntzman lit Down- 
town's menorah on Monday with Rabbi Aaron Raskin of Congregation B'nai Avraham af- 
ter acrophobic Borough President Markowitz declined. 
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PHYSICIAN-DIRECTED 

LIFE-STYLE MODIFICATION • SPORTS MEDICINE • PHYSICAL THERAPY 
ORTHOPEDIC REHABILITATION • PAIN MANAGEMENT • NUTRITION COUNSELING 
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71 Carroll Street Brooklyn, NY 11231 • www.lomawellness.com 
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pamper your body while we invigorate your smile. 


The first thing you’ll notice when you walk through our doors is 
the scent of freshly baked bread or cookies. Right from the start, 
you’ll know that were not your average dental office. Were 
The Dental Spa of New York and we offer your family members 
all the latest, gentlest ways to enhance their smiles - while cater- 

We have state-of-the-art people-pleasing technology, including 
computerized scheduling, voice-activated charting, cosmetic video 
imaging, intraoral cameras and digital radiography, which makes 

ever. Plus we have a cappuccino and juice bat, massage chairs, 
music headphones, DVD glasses and movies, wireless Internet 
access . . . and, of course, bread and cookies ... to help you relax. 


Half Off Professional Whitening * 

Take the first step to a whiter, brighter smile. 

It’s easy, safe and affordable. Your choice of either 
our in-office power teeth whitening ($300, 

kit ($175, regularly $350). 


$19 Smile Makeover Consult* 

(Save $61) Dental implants, bonding, veneers, 
dentures, whitening, crowns or bridges. What are 
your best options for creating the smile of your 
dreams? You’ll find out all you need to know in 
this specially priced consult that includes digital 



5-foot-9, with a Caesar haircut 
and a green and white jacket. 
His accomplices were also 
white Hispanics, both 5-foot-9; 
one was 160-pounds, with long, 
braided hair, wearing a black 
jacket, and the other was 200 
pounds, with short hair. 

Cell snatch 

A Slope resident lost his cell- 
phone to a thief who followed 
him from a Fifth Avenue store 
on Dec. 15, police said. 

The mugger followed victim at 
around 9:45 pm and when he got 
to 11th Street, the thug pounced, 
snatching the phone. The mugger 
ran off along Fifth Avenue. 

Police are looking for a 
white Hispanic man, 5-foot-10 
and 160 pounds, with a Caesar 
haircut. 

Posed as cop 

A woman was forced to per- 
form a sex act on an armed man 
who posed as a cop before ab- 
ducting, handcuffing and rob- 
bing her on Dec. 14, according 

The 23-year-old woman was 
walking along Eighth Street, 
between Third and Fourth av- 
enues, around 3:30 pm when a 
man in a gray Mitsubishi drove 
up beside her and slowed to a 
stop. Before she could react, he 
grabbed her, pulled her into the 
sedan and cuffed her hands. 

The brute, who had a gun 
tucked in his waistband, insist- 
ed he was a police officer and 
flashed some kind of a badge, 
she told cops. 

Using those props, the man 
forced the victim to perform a 
sex act. The thug told the victim 
his “partner” was watching. 
The victim said her abuser did 
talk to another person via a ra- 
dio during the crime. The man 
said he “knew she was a prosti- 
tute” and demanded $100 that 
she had made turning tricks. 

The victim denied having 
any cash, but did not deny that 
she is a prostitute, the police re- 
port showed. The abductors 
said they would let her go — if 
she performed oral sex again. 

She complied again, and he 
let her go at 11th Street, near 
Fourth Avenue. 

Police are looking for a bald 
man with light skin and a goat- 
ee. He was dressed in black 
dress slacks and black shoes. 

Messy brawl 

These guys weren’t crying 
over spilled milk. But they were 
brawling over spilled water. 

Police nabbed a 50-year-old 
man and his nephew, 44, after 
the two allegedly a attacked a co- 
worker with a lug wrench at their 
jobsite on 12th Street on Dec. 10. 

The brawl broke out after the 
47-year-old victim told the old- 
er man he “had enough of him 
not cleaning up after himself,” 
police said. The confrontation 
began as an argument, but 
quickly escalated when the 50- 
year-old grabbed the hefty tool. 

But the 50-year-old suspect 
insisted he needed the wrench; 
“He was bigger than me, I had 
to defend myself,” he told cops. 

At some point, the armed 
man struck the victim several 
times in the back with the 
wrench. When he fell to the 
ground, the nephew jumped in 
and kicked him multiple times. 

Police Officer Jean Ro- 
driguez arrested the 50-year-old 
on multiple assault and wea- 
pons possession charges. His 
nephew was hit with assault. 


Le divorce ... 
bakery style 


By Nica Lalli 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Ninth Street has become 
Park Slope’s de facto “Rue de 
la Patisserie” thanks to three 
French-style bakeries opening 
up recently — but now the 
strip is earning another name: 
“Rue du Divorce Acerbe.” 
Two exes each own a pastry 
shop: one is the shop they buiit 
together, Delices de Paris, and 
the other is the just-opened 
patisserie on Seventh Avenue 
that will be called Zana Cafe. 

Owner Rosana Rosa opened 
the cute shop without her ex- 
husband, Michael Martin — 
with whom she opened De- 
lices de Paris during happier 
times six years ago. 

At her new joint, she sells 
French-Italian pastries and Eu- 
ropean products — just like 
Delices de Paris. And her walls 
are painted happy yellow — just 
like Delices de Paris. 

No wonder Martin hung a 
sign in his front window (inset) 
telling his customers that he has 
nothing to do with his ex’s new 
shop — despite how much it 
looks like Delices de Paris. 

“They are completely dif- 
ferent products,” he said. “She 
used the same [paint] to mis- 
lead the customers and make 
them think that the two shops 
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Call (718) 965-6298 

WW.THEDENTALSPANY.COM 




OF NEW YORK 

Let us pamper both you and your smile 

398 5TH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 1 1215 • BETWEEN 6TH & 7TH STREETS 

CREDIT CARDS HONORED • FINANCING AVAI LA BLE 


STAIR LIFTS. 

Id! 


FREE Estimate 
and in-home 
consultation 
FREE Installation I 
FREE Delivery 


DERMER 

PHARMACY & SURGICAL 

DSPB • 2064 Flatbush Ave. • (718) 377-4900 


Brooklyn Dos House 

1 ** daycare & boarding 

/W 718 222-4900 




U 


7 am-l0pm weekdays, 9am-l0pm weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun fi SAFE 

• web cams - watcn your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

■ multi-pet fi long-term boarding discounts 

] 2 ] DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 



The Haven For Stuttering 

offers treatment for stutterers of all ages 
utilizing proven methods for maximum satisfaction 

WE SPECIALIZE IN: WE PROVIDE: 

■ Customized Goals ATreatment Plans ■ Free Support Groups 

» Embracing Cognitive & Behavioral Factors Refresher Sessions 

■ Family Counseling n Educational Resources 


TAKE YOUR FIRST STEP. HELPING MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE! 


A-Z Dental, PC 

Family 
Dentistry 

Gentle, Painless Touch 

• FREE Examination and Consultation 
with any dental work 

• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted 

• Ultimate 4-step sterilization 

• Comprehensive Care, including 
teeth whitening, bad breath, etc. 

EXAMINATION, NECESSARY ! 
\ X-RAYS AND TEETH CLEANING , 

with this ad | 

332 9th St. (718)832-1222 

(Bet. 5th-6th Aves.) www.azdental.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 


partner in the original shop. 

“Sure, there is competition, 
but so what? Each block in 
Park Slope is different, there 
are people who live up here 
and don’t even know about the 
shop down near Fifth Av- 
enue,” Rosa said recendy. 

Rosa also said she has noth- 
ing to be ashamed of: “I built 
Delices de Paris with my own 
hands. When we began, there 
was no place in Park Slope to 
get a chocolate croissant, now 


you have Colson Patisserie on 
Sixth Avenue and everyone is 
doing the French thing.” 

What about her ex-hus- 
band’s sign on his door? 

“Well you know divorce is 
tough, it is complicated,” she 
explained. “Some people nev- 

They may never get over it, 
but the result is that Ninth 
Street is looking more like the 
place to get plenty of dish with 
that croissant. 


Black cop 
gets post 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Two brownstone Brooklyn 
lawmakers are crowing this 
week after Police Commis- 
sioner Ray Kelly named a per- 
son of color to a powerful bor- 
ough command. 

Assistant Chief Gerald Nel- 
son, currently in charge of the 
school safety division, will be 
the new chief of the Brooklyn 
North Patrol. 

The promotion came days 
after Councilwoman Letitia 
James (D-Fort Greene) and 
Assemblyman-elect Hakeem 
Jeffries (D-Prospect Heights) 
demanded that Kelly appoint 
an African-American in the 
wake of last month’s fatal po- 
lice shooting of an unarmed 
black man killed on his wed- 
ding day. 

Nelson will become the only 
black commander of the eight 
borough patrols in the NYPD. 

“Kelly heard the appeal 
from central Brooklyn elected 
officials, but his work is not 
done yet,” said James. But an 
NYPD spokesman said politics 
did not play a role: “He’s been 
[promoted] as a result of the 
exceptional job he did at school 
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374 7th Avenue 

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts) 

718-832-0655 


One stop shopping 
for all your 
hardware needs 



GE Light 
Bulbs 9 " 

4 Pock -$1.59 

Semi-Gloss Paint 

1 Gallon - $9.99 


Prospect Hardware (718) 788-7100 

51 7 7th Avenue (near 17th St.) Park Slope, Brooklyn 
Mon-Fri: 7:30am - 5pm • raw • Corporate Accounts Welcome 


GROOMING* BOARDING 

Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited! 

# 


20e Service the 
* TLlovie Stars!* 


PUPPIES & KITTENS! 

Best Health • Home Bred • Temperments 

5 STAR EE ' 


( 718 ) 258-2342 


PuppyParadise.com 

2082 Flatbush Ave. Bklyn, NY 
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Medicare and more - for less. 

...Also with Prescription 
Drug Coverage!* 

New York Cit 
Comparison of Key Benefits: El 

Fidelis Medicare Advantage 
offers quality, affordable health 

edicare coverage with all the benefits 

of Medicare and more - for less. 

y 

Ffective January 1 , 2007 

BENEFIT 

ORIGINAL MEDICARE 

FIDELIS MEDICARE ADVANTAGE 

Premium 

$93.50 monthly premium 

^$0 monthly premium in most areas 

(you must continue to pay your Part B premium) 

$21 for Part D Prescription Drugs 

/ 

Inpatient Hospitalization 

You pay 

Days 1-60: Initial deductible of $992 
Days 61-90: $248 each day 
Days 91-150 $496 each day 

Y You pay: 

Days 1-10: $100 each day 
Days over 10: $0 
Unlimited days 

Member Out-of-Pocket 
Maximum 

Unlimited 

>^$3,000 maximum (in-network) 
$6,000 maximum (out-of-network) 

Doctor Office Visits 

You pay 20% of Medicare-approved 
amount after $131 annual deductible 
is met 

copay per visit 
$15 copay per specialist visit 

Emergency/Ambulance 

Services 

Not covered outside U.S. 

You pay 20% of Medicare-approved 
amount 

^Worldwide emergency coverage. $50 copay 

(Waived if admitted to hospital within 24 hours) 

Outpatient Care and 
Preventive/Wellness 

You pay 20% of Medicare-approved 
amount after $131 annual deductible 
is met 

^$0 copay. Covered in full for: 

• X-ray visits 

• Bone Mass Measurement 

• Colorectal Screenings 

• Mammograms (annual screening) 

• Pap Smears and Pelvic Exams 

• Prostate Cancer Screening Exams 

Vision Services 

You pay 100% for routine eye care 
No coverage for glasses or frames 

^$0 copay for annual routine eye exam 

$100 allowance toward purchase of frames and 
lenses every 24 months 

Dental Services 

You pay 100% for preventive dental 

$100 allowance for preventive dental care 

*Separate Premium Applies Fidelis Care is a health plan with a Medicare contract. FC 05-35 11-05 
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POLICE BLOTTER 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 


68th Precinct 


An open window provided 
easy access for a burglar at an 
Ovington Avenue apartment 
on Dec. 16, police said. 

But the burglar forced the 
25-year-old victim to break 
into her own home. 

The tenant left her building, 
at Ridge Court, at 3:15 pm. 
When she returned, shortly be- 
fore 10 pm, she discovered the 
door was chained on the inside, 
preventing her entrance. 

Once she forced her way 
inside, she discovered the in- 
truder had visited her jewelry 
box. Missing was a white gold 
and diamond ring, worth 
$600, and an Arabic gold-and- 
diamond ring valued at $750. 

Boozer slashed 

Alcohol may have dulled 
the pain, but it also clouded 
the victim’s memory. 

A thug slashed a chunk dur- 
ing an attack on 80th Street af- 
ter the bars closed on Dec. 17, 
police said. 

The 24-year-old victim was 
near the comer of Third Av- 
enue when a stranger stopped 
him with a knife drawn, just 
after 4 am. 

“Give me your jacket,” the 
thief insisted. But the victim 
refused, and the attacker cut 
him across the chest. The 
would-be thief ran off — 
without the jacket — and the 


victim went to Lutheran Med- 
ical Center, where he received 
25 stitches. 

The victim described his at- 
tacker as a white Hispanic 
man, roughly age 20, 5-foot-8 
— but also said he couldn’t 
identify the man. 

Target T’Cars 

Thieves broke into two liv- 
ery cars in Bay Ridge last week 
and ripped out the navigation 
systems, worth thousands of 
dollars each, in separate inci- 
dents last week, police said. 

A 45-year-old livery driver 
parked his 2006 Lincoln on 
86th Street, near Battery Av- 
enue, around 8 pm on Dec. 14. 
When he returned two days lat- 
er, at 8 am, someone had bro- 
ken the rear driver’s side win- 
dow and stolen the Pioneer 
Global Positioning System. 

On Dec. 15, at 9 pm, a 30- 
year-old driver parked a 2004 
Lincoln on 74th Street, be- 
tween 12th and 13th avenues. 
When he returned the next 
day, at 3:30 pm, the driver’s 
side window in the back was 
busted, and the Pioneer sys- 
tem was gone. 

High-dollar burg 

Thieves scored $14,200 in 
cash, jewelry and designer 
duds from a Battery Avenue 
home that had been vacant for 


less than four hours on Dec. 
17, police said. 

The 32-year-old victim left 
her home, at Fort Hill Place, 
around 4 pm. When she re- 
turned, at 8 pm, her dresser had 
been cleaned out. The burglar 
had climbed through a second- 
floor window, damaging the 

The stolen items included a 
Fendi bag, valued at $700; a 
Louis Vuitton bag, worth 
$1,200; a gold wedding band; 
baby jewelry and other earrings, 
bracelets and watches — worth 
nearly $12,000 all together — 
and $5,000 in $100 bills. 


62nd Precinct 


Bike snatch 

A woman on Kings High- 
way lost her purse to a bicy- 
cle-riding thief on Dec. 18, 
police said. 

The 49-year-old victim was 
walking near West 12th Street, 
at 8:25 pm, when two strangers 
in dark clothing coasted up be- 
hind her on bikes. One grabbed 
her bag, and, without a word, 
both pedaled off. 

The pocketbook held $60. 

Bodega heists 

Police are investigating a 
pattern of commercial rob- 
beries to see if the same knife- 


Mailbox Suites 

2 months FREE! 

when you purchase 10 months @ $14.98/mo. 

plus FREE incoming fax service 


1,000 BUSINESS CARDS - $40 

**** OPEN SUNDAYS FOR THE HOLIDAYS **** 


^ Authorized FedEx Shipping Center 

Ground &’Express FedEx Air pick up 7pm daily (Sat. @ 2pm) 


Student beaten 

Four thugs beat and robbed 
a Bensonhurst teenager on his 
way to school on Dec. 18, po- 
lice said. 

The 14-year-old boy was 
walking along 18th Avenue, 
near 62nd Street, around 7:30 
am when the quartet blocked 
his path. The boys jumped on 
him, pummeling his face with 
their fists and leaving cuts, 
bmises and a swollen Up. 

The victim couldn’t de- 
scribe the thieves in detail. 


• 65 years in business • Friendly, courteous people 

• Fast, reliable service • Serving all five boroughs 

• Radio dispatched • Airport transportation 

• Nice cars • Corporate accounts welcome 


Open 24 hours / 7 days a week 

(718) 238-4440 • (718) 972-5900 
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LARGE SELECTION 




NYC 

Postal Service 


6904 Colonial Road 
(718) 238-4200 


The 

QUICKEST 

Way From Your 
Doctor to a 
Specialist is 
US Family Health Plan. 


Don’t lose time finding the best healthcare, 
call us at 1-800-241-4848, email us at usfhp@svcmcny.org 
or visit www.usfhp.net for more information or to enroll. 


• Available to military active duty 

• Simple specialty care referral 

family members and all military 

process - you choose your 

retirees and their eligible family 

Primary Care Physician from 

members, including those 65 

over 7,000 providers 

years of age and over 

• Around-the-clock healthcare 

• Low cost, low co-payments 

guidance from our 24/7 Nurse 

(if any when applicable) 

Advice Line 

and no deductibles 

• US Family Health Plan’s member 

• DoD-Sponsored option with all 

satisfaction ratings are 22% 

the benefits and coverage of 

higher than national commercial 

TRICARE Prime at the same 
low costs 

health insurance averages 



US FAMI LY fv) 

AAA HEALTH PLAN 

At Saint VinSit NYC 


Burglar turns the tables 


“It’s the most 
wonderful time 
of the year . . . ” 


Sing along to the 
song of the season 


Two purse-snatchings within a day at different st 
Bensonhurst prompted these humble lines of verse 
to the tune of the holiday classic, “Jingle Bells”: 


Last week in two malls 
Two women lost their bags 
It cast a heavy pall 
It made those spirits flag 

At a big toy store 
On December the 16th 
The handbag she felt for 
Was gone with all her 


The day after that crime 
At 86th and twenty-first 
A man lower than slime 
Betrayed the noble Hurst 


Her bag 
there 
On the back of a 
stroller 

From out of thin 




Oh, Christmastime, 
Christmastime 
A burglar's fav'rite week 
You have to watch your 
purse and bag 
They rob both strong and 

Oh, Christmastime, 
Christmastime 
It happens every year 
If you don't secure your 
stuff 

It's sure to disappear. 


hanging 

f 

gh 

/ 


Christmastime, 
Christmastime 
Don't become a shnook 
You have to watch those 
valuables 

To stop those evil crooks 
Oh, Christmastime, 
Christmastime Y J 

If you shop at malls J 

Don't say you haven't 
been forewarned 
pear. Don't act oh so appalled! 

— Gersh Kuntzman and Lilo H. Stainton 


wielding bandit struck at least 
three grocery stores over five 
days last week. 

Although the victimized 
clerks have not been able to 
describe their attackers in de- 
tail, the crimes all involve a 
single thief who barges into an 

The attacks began with a 
dramatic heist and include the 
following: 

•On Dec. 13, at 1:45 am, a 
thug burst into a bodega on 
New Utrecht Avenue, near 70th 
Street. With a knife drawn, he 
forced several witnesses into 
the back and went around the 
counter. But as the thief dug 
into the cash register, the store 
clerk vaulted the counter and 
bolted from the store. 

• On Dec. 14, at 12:20 pm, 
the knife-toting thief rushed 
into a supermarket on 15 th 
Avenue, near 72nd Street, and 
ordered the clerk to “empty 
the register.” He then came 


around the counter himself, 
grabbed between $300 and 
$400, and stabbed the clerk on 
the left palm before he ran off. 

• And on Dec. 17, just after 
8 pm, a store on 86th Street, 
near 19th Avenue, received a 
visit from the thief. The man 
came in, knife drawn, and de- 
manded, “Give me the mon- 
ey.” When the clerk handed 
him $100, the robber grabbed 
the cash and bolted. 

Dirty half-dozen 

A posse of thugs — possi- 
bly armed with a knife — 
robbed a teenager walking 
along 85th Street on Dec. 17, 
police said. 

The 17-year-old was near 
the comer of 18th Avenue, 
around 9:30 am, when she was 
stopped by a six thieves. One 
claimed to have a weapon and 
told her, “Empty your purse.” 
The girl complied, the man 
grabbed her cellphone, and the 


OF SERVICES 


Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 


3218 Emmons Ave. Bklyn, ny Sheepshead Bay 

(betw. Coyle & Bragg) E-mail: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com 

. Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel: ( 718 ) 368-3334 


May your holidays he merry and bright. 
Best wishes to all for a healthy, happy 
and prosperous New Year! 
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RELIABLE POWER NOW AND IN THE FUTURE. 
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OUR OPINION 


Steal of the century 


Continued from page 1 

that Bruce Ratner and his cronies in state govern- 
ment have been spinning for years. 

If the report shows that taxpayers aren’t being 
bilked, why not share the document with the public 
that paid for it? 

The answer is obvious to anyone who has 
watched this sham process from the moment it was 
unveiled three years ago. 

At that time, only Frank Gehry’s design for the 
arena was fleshed out with his trademark undulat- 
ing aluminum walls. The arena was flanked by 
more than a dozen faceless wood blocks — the guts 
of the project — but like a latter-day Wizard of Oz, 
Gehry told reporters to pay no attention to the un- 
finished details. They’d be brought to life in due 

Eventually, Ratner’s mega-project did come to 
life, and the developer claimed it would create $6 
billion in new tax revenues for the city and state. 
Last week, the state admitted that the figure is actu- 
ally $944 million over 30 years — just $15 million 
annually for the state and city, whose budgets are in 
the tens of billions. 

But what’s $5 billion dollars between such 
friends? 

To grease his way — and cynically exploit class 
and race politics — Ratner signed a “benefits 


agreement” with eight “community” groups. Never 
mind that six of the eight groups (such as the 
Downtown Brooklyn Neighborhood Alliance, the 
Downtown Brooklyn Educational Consortium and 
the First Atlantic Terminal Housing Committee) did 
not even exist before the agreement was signed. 
And never mind that the agreement paid off the 
leaders of those groups and forbade them from crit- 
icizing the project. 

The “benefits agreement” allowed Ratner to 
claim he was protecting the interests of Brooklyn’s 
working class — the vast majority of whose mem- 
bers will see nothing from Atlantic Yards except 
traffic, pollution and basketball tickets they can’t af- 
ford. 

Corrupt from the start 

The centerpiece of the sweetheart deal was Rat- 
ner’s acquisition of the project’s development rights 
for just $100 million — nearly $120 million less 
than its appraised value, and at least $50 million 


less than another developer offered to pay. This 
sham state process — which overrules existing city 
zoning that bars the superblocks, high towers and 
demapped streets that Ratner demands — forms the 
basis of one of the two existing lawsuits against the 
project and will, no doubt, fuel others. 

Ratner once claimed that the project would cre- 
ate 15,000 union construction jobs. He later had to 
admit that just 1,500 union men and women would 
be working on the project each year during the 10- 
year buildout. That’s a big difference that few seem 
to have noticed. 

Another “public benefit” touted by Ratner was 
the promise of a public park on the roof of his bas- 
ketball area. That amenity is no longer part of the 

The shifting nature of Ratner’s promises on so- 
called affordable housing has been another shell- 
game, drawing adoring players among the “com- 
munity” groups financed by the developer. 

And then there is the extremely successful hiding 


of the true cost in public dollars and environmental 
impact of the entire enterprise. 

No oversight from pols 

All of this is known to the elected officials who 
are supposed to protect the taxpayers from this kind 
of fleecing. Yet Atlantic Yards was pushed through 
in a public approval process that ignored the facts 
on the ground. 

Even state planners who back the project admit 
that it would cause traffic along Atlantic and Flat- 
bush avenues that simply cannot be mitigated. The 
project’s shadows would stretch to Fulton Street. 
The eight acres of “open space” are locked within 
the project, like a latter day Stuyvesant Town — an 
urban planning model that went out with the 1960s 
and is revived for this plan. 

This week. Mayor Bloomberg called the project 
“vital to the resurgence of Downtown Brooklyn,” 
yet the reality is that the area is booming without it. 

To allow the condemnation of property through 


eminent domain, state officials must deem the area 
“blighted.” This, while brownstones in Prospect 
Heights and Fort Greene, which abut the Atlantic 
Yards site, routinely sell for $1.5 million. How is 
that blight? 

Closing the divide represented by the rail yards 
is a noble goal, but creating a wall of buildings be- 
tween Prospect Heights and Fort Greene won’t ac- 
complish that. 

No less depressing for us as journalists is the 
manner in which the story has been covered by 
New York’s supposedly ravenous press corps. 

To the Daily News, itself owned by a real-estate 
developer, Atlantic Yards is “nothing but Nets,” as 
its front-page headline screamed this week. But the 
Nets arena is, in fact, just a small component of this 
mega-development. 

The real money — the hundred of millions of 
profits, propped up by taxpayer subsidies and low- 
cost loans — is in the thousands of units of luxury 
housing and unneeded Class A office space that 
comprise the bulk (and bulkiest) part of the proj- 

And the New York Times, which is building its 
new headquarters with Ratner, took a pass through- 
out years of debate, allowing Ratner press releases 
to mn unchallenged on the front page. 

All New Yorkers should be disgusted by the 
process. 


LETTERS 


Albany not the only corrupt morass 


To the editor, 

Your editorial “State pol slush 
fund” and accompanying article 
“Donating to state pols pays off’ 
(Dec. 9) confirms why United States 
District Attorney Michael Garcia re- 
cently announced an investigation 
into funding of pork barrel projects 
by the New York State Legislature. 

Each year. State Senate Majority 
Leader Joseph Bruno and Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver give out sev- 
eral hundred million dollars worth of 
member items (I call it state pork) to 
their loyal followers who vote as di- 
rected by the leadership. 

Whether at the federal, state or 
city level, such “earmarks” just 
aren’t kosher! Everyone knows there 
has always been a historic relation- 
ship between “Pay for Play” cam- 
paign contributions from special in- 
terest groups to public officials in 
exchange for easier access, favorable 
regulation and tax legislation along 
with funding of member item or 
pork barrel projects. 

These “contributors” get a far better 
rate of “return” for their donations 
then ordinary constituents do. Too 
many elected officials continue to 
bring home the bacon at our expense 
as a vehicle to grease the wheels of re- 
election! 

Larry Penner, Great Neck, New York 


Protect raccoons 

To the editor, 

Your story, “City: Raccoons YOUR 
problem” (Dec. 2), was outstanding. 
Hopefully, the public will get an edu- 
cation and just leave these guys and 
gals alone, rather than follow the city 
Health Department’s unintelligent ap- 
proach to raccoons, which amounts to, 
‘Let’s kill them, they may be sick.” 

Robert Zink, Staten Island 
The writer is the executive director 
of the United for Wildlife Rehabili- 
tation and Education Center 

Bad parkers 

To the editor, 

As a long-time resident of Brooklyn 
Heights, and a car owner who parks on 
the street, I have become increasingly 
aware of a disturbing trend: drivers of 
late-model cars who park in such a 
way that the car takes up two spaces. 

It is difficult to park on the streets of 
Brooklyn Heights, and most people 
cannot afford the expense of a garage. 

But if each driver could be consid- 
erate of others, and park more effi- 
ciently, we would all benefit. And if 
you wish your car to have the security 
of a private driveway, then I hear the 
suburbs calling your name. 

Jonathan Elliott, Brooklyn Heights 
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Ibanez RG350MDX Electric Guitar (White) 

The RG350DX gets a facelift with a maple 
fingerboard plus striking black inlays and hardware. A Sam Ash Exclusive! 
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Groove Percussion G1045 Children’s Drum Set 
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Brooklyn Manhattan 

2600 Flatbush Ave. 1 60 W 48th Street 
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At KeySpan, we want to make sure 
that everyone stays warm this 
winter. So, we do all we can to 
ensure that we purchase natural 
gas at the best price possible. That’s 
important, because we charge you 
exactly what we pay. However, if 
you still find handling heating bills 
difficult, here are a few things you 
can do to better manage them: 

You may qualify for financial 
assistance from the federal 
Home Energy Assistance Program 
(HEAP). Grants are available to 
help low-income customers pay 
their energy bills. Applications for 
the program are being accepted 
now. Funds are given out on a 
first-come, first-serve basis — so 
you should apply quickly. For 
more information, call the NYC 
Human Resources Administration 
at 1.800.692.0557. 


Managing your winter heating bills 
can be difficult. 

But there’s help. 


Conservation saves money, too. 

Lower your thermostat. Replace 
weather-stripping as well as 
your heating system’s dirty air 
filters. Caulk around windows 
and doors. These are just a few 
ways to help reduce your heating 
costs. For more tips, go to 
keyspanenergy.com or the 
Department of Energy’s web site, 
energysavers.gov. 

If you’re a KeySpan Energy 
Delivery customer, join our 
free “Balanced Billing” service. 

We’ll work out a schedule that lets 
you spread out heating payments 
over 12 months — so it’s 
you to plan your budget. To find 
out more, visit "My Account" at 
keyspanenergy.com. Or you can 
simply pay the Balanced Billing 
amount on your bill and you’ll be 
enrolled automatically. 


for 


For more information, visit your 
local KeySpan customer office or 
call 1.718.643.4050. At KeySpan, 
we’re doing all we can to make sure 
no one gets left out in the cold. 
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Energy Delivery 

Climate is everything.™ 
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Celebrate in Bklyn 


On New Years Eve, pop a cork at one of these local restaurants 



Best for last: On New Year's Eve, Park Slope's Chocolate Room will offer a five- 
course tasting menu of desserts that kicks off with a champagne toast and choco- 
late Venetian tuile with lavender dust. 


avenues in Park Slope, (718) 768-2044, 
www.applewoodny.com. 


By Susannah G. Bortner 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

T his New Year’s Eve, forget Times 
Square and the claustrophobia of 
scarved and mittened bodies pressed 
tightly together like crayons in a box. 

Forget the large orb of light descending 
upon the masses as the countdown nears an 
end. Forget the skyscrapers lit with fluores- 
cent consumerism. Forget the drama. 

Instead, do the holidays Brooklyn style 
and feast your way towards 2007 at some of 
the borough’s best eateries. 

We’ve done the hunger-inducing research 
for you. All of the restaurants listed below 
are featuring something extra special for the 
holiday of the year. Whether it’s a prix-fixe 
menu option, live music and dancing, free 
party hats and noisemakers or a simple 
champagne toast, these restaurants offer sane 
oases to ring in the new year. 

There’s something on this list for every 
Brooklynite, from hipster to Heath Ledger. 
Read on, and you’ll definitely be singing 
“Auld Lang Dine” straight through to Jan. 1. 
Remember to make your reservations early, 
so you won’t be left in the cold. 

★ Get your cocoa fixe 

The Chocolate Room 

6 Fifth Ave. between St. Marks Place and 
Warren Street in Park Slope, (718) 783-2900, 
www.thechocolateroombrooklyn.com. 

For the sweet-tooths among us, husband- 
and-wife team Jon Payson and Naomi 
Josepher of The Chocolate Room have de- 
vised a delectable five-course dessert tasting 
menu — aptly named Chocolate Masquerade 
— for 2007’s eve. The event is by reservation 
only and will feature two seatings, the first at 9 
pm and the second at 11 pm. 

The $40 prix-fixe menu will include such 
scrumptious delights as chocolate-raspberry 
soup, mousse au chocolate, champagne sorbet 
with dark chocolate, and chocolate winter rolls. 

The ingredient list of the rolls alone is enough 
to send your taste buds into a mouth-watering 
frenzy: molten chocolate cake tucked inside a 
golden crust, covered in kumquat marmalade and 
adorned with fresh vanilla whip. 

* For a romantic night out 

Bogota Latin Bistro 

141 Fifth Ave. between Lincoln and St. Johns 
places in Park Slope, (718) 230-3805, 
www.bogotabistro.com. 

For a fairly quiet evening with a simple cham- 
pagne toast celebration, Bogota Latin Bistro is 
the place to go. This popular Park Slope bistro 
will serve its usual menu (at regular prices — en- 
trees: $12-19) with a champagne toast at mid- 
night. It’s open until 2 am. 

Caffe Carciofo 

248 Court St. at Kane St. in Cobble Hill, (718) 
624-7551. 

Co-owner Joe Lonardo, Jr. says we can look 
forward to a special New Year’s Eve menu, 
boasting a selection of Cornish hen, king salmon, 
rack of New Zealand lamb or filet mignon. 
(These entrees range in price from $16.50 to 
$26.50.) There will also be pasta specials and an- 
tipasto. The kitchen will stay open from 5 pm to 
11 pm. At midnight, there will be free cham- 
pagne, noisemakers and hats for all. 

Cantina 

494 Fourth Ave. between 11th and 12th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 369-5850. 

For New Year’s Eve, owner Esteban Chau- 
ca promises free champagne and noisemakers 
for everyone. Cantina will be serving its a la 
carte menu (entrees: $9.95-$14.95) and spe- 
cials. Chauca guarantees enough food and 
drink to last into the wee hours of the morning. 
Cantina will be open until 4 am. 

Grand Prospect Hall 

263 Prospect Ave. between Fifth and Sixth 


avenues in Park Slope, (718) 788-0777, 
www.grandprospect.com. 

For the most elaborate ending to 2006 and the 
most celebration packed into one evening, try 
Grand Prospect Hall. The hefty price tag ($175) 
will buy you a complete five-course meal (the 
main dish is filet mignon bordelaise), a cocktail 
reception prior to dinner, dancing to the Jack 
Goodman Dance Orchestra, entertainment by the 
Prospect Follies Dance Troupe, a light show, a 
complete open bar all night, and complimentary 
valet parking. The package also includes a break- 
fast-to-go, party hats and noisemakers. Groups of 
10 or more are $170 per person. 

Pearl Room 

8201 Third Ave. at 82nd Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 833-6666. 

For chic cuisine without Manhattan preten- 
sion, the Pearl Room has everything you want. 
They are hosting a big blowout to welcome 
2007, including a DJ and dancing, a champagne 
toast and a four-course, $145 prix-fixe meal. You 
can awaken your palate with appetizers such as 
baked clams or avocado-crabmeat Napoleon. 
The entree choices include spinach and basil fet- 
tuccine, ginger-glazed salmon, or pan-seared 
tilapia over mascarpone cheese. Desserts will 
come from a special confectionary menu de- 
vised by chef Gerard Spezio. The dinner and 
party starts at 9:30 pm. The celebration will rage 
on until 3:30 or 4 am. 

★ For the wine lover 

applewood 

501 11th St. between Seventh and Eighth 


Park Slope s applewood is celebratmg the 
New Year with an early seating (6 pm to 7 pm) 
of a three-course, $85 prix-fixe meal by chef 
David Shea, complete with wine pairings for 
each course, a sparkling wine aperitif, and hors 
d’ oeuvres. The late seating (9 pm to 10 pm) fea- 
tures a five-course, $135 prix-fixe tasting menu, 
wine pairings for each course, a sparkling wine 
aperitif, plus a New Year’s Eve cocktail and a 
champagne toast at midnight. If your tastebuds 
are craving New American cuisine at a restau- 
rant known for its all-organic ingredients, this is 
the spot for you. (No parties over six.) 

Stonehome Wine Bar 

87 Lafayette Ave. at South Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 624-9443, 
www.stonehomewinebar.com. 

In addition to chef John Gibson’s new win- 
ter wine and food menu (entrees: $14-$20) that 
you can check out on their Web site, Stone- 
home will be offering a champagne tasting 
flight and “festive food and wine specials.” 
What better way to welcome 2007? On the 
new menu of contemporary American dishes 
with seasonal ingredients, Gibson offers a va- 
riety of small-plate offerings, pressed sand- 
wiches, cheese plates and a charcuterie plate. 
Dinner reservations are accepted until 10 pm. 

★ For the party crowd 

Bar BQ 

689 Sixth Ave. at 20th Street in Sunset Park, 
(718) 499-4872, www.brooklynbarbq.com. 


On its Web site, Bar BQ boasts “Brook- 
lyn’s biggest Bourbon selection and the best 
pork sandwich anywhere.” On New Year’s 
Eve, this BBQ joint will feature its regular 
menu (entrees: $7.50 to $20) and a cham- 
pagne toast. 

Magnetic Field 

97 Atlantic Ave. between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 834-0069, 
www.magneticbrooklyn.com. 

This bar and self-proclaimed “rock ’n’ roll 
lounge” is open for a holiday rock fest. On the 
schedule for New Year’s Eve is live entertain- 
ment by The A-Bones, The Swingin’ Neck- 
breakers and The Great Gaylord. The celebra- 
tion kicks off at 8 pm and the cover charge is 
$15. The lounge does not have a kitchen, but 
they do offer a selection of neighborhood take- 
out menus. Bar-goers are invited to order from 
the menus and have their food delivered to 
Magnetic Field. You can then enjoy your grab 
surrounded by the lounge’s 14 selections of 
on-tap beers. B.Y.O.F.! 

Water Street Restaurant & Lounge 

66 Water St. between Main & Dock streets in 
DUMBO, (718) 625-9352, www.waterstreet- 
restaurant.com. 

Talk about value. At what manager Ry 
O’Neill calls “the best free party in town,” the 
Underwater Lounge of the Water Street 
Restaurant will party hard all night long. The 
bash will feature screens displaying the Times 
Square ball-drop, a complimentary cham- 
pagne toast, a late night buffet at 2 am, and a 
live DJ. There will be a cash bar open 
throughout the night, but everything else is 
free. Dinner will be offered from 5 pm to 10 
pm in the pub upstairs with the restaurant’s 
usual menu (entrees: $13-$21). The festivities 
begin at 9:30 pm. 

Kid-friendly options 

Marco Polo Ristorante 

345 Court St. at Union Street in Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 852-5015, www.marcopoloristorante.com. 

For all-night entertainment where children 
are welcome, try Marco Polo in Carroll Gar- 
dens. For $100, you will have a four-course 
Italian dinner, live DJ entertainment, an all 
night open bar, and a midnight champagne 
toast. (Children younger than 12 are $60 each.) 
The main course is salmon tornado over a bed 
of spinach or grilled lamb chop. The event is 
8:30 pm to 2:30 am. Free valet parking. 

Scottadito Osteria Toscana 

788A Union St. between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 636-4800, 
www.scottadito.com. 

Scottadito will ring in the New Year with a 
three-course, Tuscan dinner complete with 
wine pairings. The first seating is from 4 pm to 
6 pm and is $35 per person; the second seating 
is from 6 pm to midnight and is $49. There 
will also be a kid’s menu for $10, a great value 
for families. After an early dinner at Scottadi- 
to’s, head over to Prospect Park for ice skating 
at Wollman Rink. (The rink is open from 7 pm 
to 10 pm. Children and seniors are $3; adults 
are $5. Skate rental is $5.50.) Stick around 
Park Slope for the 25th annual fireworks show, 
presented at midnight at Grand Army Plaza. 
The best viewing locations are at Grand Army 
Plaza, on the Park’s West Drive, and along 
Prospect Park West. 

it For a prix-fixe menu 

Black Pearl 

833 Union St. between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 857-2004. 

Although the specific menu, prices, and 
times of the New Year’s Eve event at the 
Black Pearl were not certain at press time, 
owner Bob Chobor assured us that there will 
definitely be a prix-fixe menu featuring the 
restaurant’s “American cuisine served with 
Italian flair and French presentation.” Live 
See NEW YEAR'S on page 8 


SHOPPING 


The jet set 

Looking for a last 
minute gift for the per- 
son who loves to travel? 
Or the spouse who’s a 
frequent flyer? 

Check out the new 
Smith Street boutique, 
Flight 001 (pronounced 
“flight one”), which 
opened just last month. 
From shoe bags for her ($18), to a unisex travel jour- 
nal ($15), to a Hideo Wakamatsu mirror finish, 20- 
inch carry-on trolley ($210), there are gifts for every 
kind of traveler and every giver’s budget. 

Although the posh inventory of the store is an at- 
traction, don’t stop shopping at the Web site. Flight 
001 also has a not-to-be-missed interior, modeled af- 
ter the sleek, curving cabin of a 747 jet airliner. 

Flight 001 is located at 132 Smith St. at Dean 
Street in Boerum Hill. For more information, call 
(718) 243-0001 or visit the Web site 

www.flight001.com. — Lisa J. Curtis 



BOOKS 


Y2K flashback 


As New Year’s Eve approaches, Park Slope author 
Kevin Shay reminds us that during a more innocent time 
— a time before 9-11 — some folks feared a catastroph- 
ic breakdown of civilization on Dec. 31, 1999. 

His debut novel, “The End As I Know It: ANovel of 
Millennial Anxiety,” which will be available in local 
bookstores on Tuesday, is set in 1998. The former Mc- 
Sweeney’s Web site editor focus- 
es his now-hilarious premise on 
a panicked 25-year-old’s at- 
tempts to save himself and his 
family by attempting to move 
them all off “the grid,” free of 
the shackles of public utilities 
and the internet. 

Randall Knight’s efforts to 
rouse his friends’ and kin’s 
fears fail, just as their at- 
tempt at an intervention to 
get him “oft” Y2K fails. 



Yet Knight manages to get taken in by a 
sympathetic Texas family, who are indeed living safely 
— if not sanely — off-the-grid. A Thanksgiving visitor 
to their home from Brooklyn offers Knight an alternative 
to the madness with her offer of a ride back to reality. 

Shay, who fives in the Slope with his wife Gabria 
and their Pembroke Welsh Corgi, will be celebrating 
New Year’s Eve and the publication of his new book in 
Sunset Park. His advice: “Spend the holiday with peo- 
ple you actually like and stay out of Manhattan.” 

"The End As / Know It" (Doubleday, $23.95) 
goes on sale on Dec. 26 at, or can be ordered 
through, these local bookstores: The Bookmark 
Shoppe [6906 11th Ave. at 69th Street in Dyker 
Heights (718) 680-3680], BookCourt[163 Court St. 
at Dean Street in Cobble Hill, (718) 875-3677] and 
Barnes & Noble [267 Seventh Ave. at Sixth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 832-9066]. — UC 


DINING 


Get toasted 

A familiar sound following the excited New Year’s 
countdown is the distinct pop of a champagne bottle; it 
is the subsequent reaction to the first sip that will vary. 

This year, whether you are a wine connoisseur look- 
ing to discover a fresh bubbly, or an utterly clueless 
champagne shopper, the Greene Grape’s “Bubbles That 
Don’t Blow” free cham- 
pagne tasting in Fort 
Greene allows you to 
ward off disappointment 
by sampling in advance. 

On Thursday, sip 
some “growers’ cham- 
pagnes” that are character- 
istic of the Greene Grape. 
Growers’ champagnes are 
made from producers that 
grow their own grapes and “these people put their name 
on them and take a lot of pride in what they do,” Greene 
Grape owner Amy Bennett told GO Brooklyn. 

Bennett added that — contrary to some big name 
brands — growers’ champagnes reflect a “less money 
spent on marketing, more money spent on wine” phi- 
losophy. 

Bennett invites readers to come and sip five of these 
sparkling wines, from the more expensive A. Margaine 
Champagne Special Club 1996 ($62), with its full and 
rich taste, to the affordable, crisp Gaston Chiquet Pre- 
mier Cm Carte Verte Bmt NV ($35). 

Bennett explained that the pricier “Special Club” 
champagnes are composed of cuvees, or special blends, 
that are tasted, classified and labeled by other growers. 

“It’s a little bit of peer review,” said Bennett, de- 
scribing these sparkling wines as having particularly 
high quality. 

Bennett urges revelers “to try something a little off 
the beaten path” this New Year’s Eve, but there is no 
risk involved as all are free to “try before they buy.” 

"The Bubbles That Don't Blow" wine tasting 
takes place at the Greene Grape [765 Fulton St. 
between South Oxford and South Portland streets 
in Fort Greene] on Dec. 28, from 5 pm to 7 pm. 
The event is free. For more information, call (7 1 8) 
797 9463 or visit www.greenegrape.com 

— Giacomo Maniscalco 
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New Year’s 

Eve2007 


STAY CLOSE TO HOME 
AND PARTY! 


No Cover • No Minimum • Cash Bar 

Watch LIVE from Times Square 
on our 8 foot Jumbo-Tron Screens 



f D.J. Skew 

ALL NIGHT 
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" Chinese Cuisine & Veeetarian Nutrition 


• Fast Free Delivery 

• Open 7 Days a Week 

• Party Orders Welcom 


We Only Use Vegetable Oil 




■ $7.oo I 
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Bites 


Neighborhood 
Dining Guido 


This week: 

DUMBO/EMPIRE 
FULTON FERRY 
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chocolate hazelnut fj|| ed with a variety of exotically flavored ganache — a 



inch round plain pie: $12.50. 
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from Patsy's in 1996 to avoid confusion with another crawfish flavored with Cajun spices and^sen 
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"HOLIDAYS AT THE HILTON../' 


The Feast of Fishes 
on Christmas Eve at 
Lorenzo’s Restaurant, 
Bar & Cabaret 






Join us for a four course sit down dinner 

in our posh new restaurant for a Seafood I — 

Feast or choose from ourmany Christmas specials. Bijoy live traditional Italians holiday music 
with singer Antonio Guama and Pianist Alba Mazza. 


The New Year’sCelebration 
at Nicotra’s Ballroom 



The Perfect Present: Lorenzo’s Gift Certificates 
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Italian Restaurant 
& Brick Oven Pizza 

• Lunch & Iffjhtly Specials 

• ‘Wood Burning ‘Pizza 

• ( Desserts & Coffee • ‘Beer & Wine 

• Private Parties Available 10-100 Persons 

232 Vanderbilt Ave. 

(bet. Dekalb & Willoughby) 

(718) 789-5663 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma. Como en su Cm ” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. p*. 44th & 45th sts.> (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • II t ILaJtt 
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CHRISTMAS SPECIALS: 
CRACKERS 


kMAS PUDDINGS 
^ GIFT CERTIFICATES 


t 




Full service English pub & restaurant 
www.chipshopnyc.com 


I BELIEVE IN 
FATHER CHRISTMAS 


£ae£ Pearl Restaurant Sc Bar 
833 ffnion fft iet. 6tl Sc 7tl Aw. 

1 * raw iar * steads * pasta * ir/edorez pizza 



seme# 

sat dr 
77am - / fpm tfor 

778-857-2004 


"his (3^Loliday season, 
have a ball... 


Christmas Eve Seafood Dinner 
Spectacular New Year’s Eve celebration 
Catering delivered to your door 
Happy Holidays! 


c & c7 

1235 Prospect Avenue • (718) 436-3715 



Be Esoresso GRAND 
* tspresso Qpmm ^ 


CHEESECAKE $15 

(30% off 2nd cake) 

Fresh Squeezed Juice 
Sushi Rolls & Teriyaki Box 
Field Green, Wrap & Sandwich Zone, Soups 

Morning Breakfast from 6:30am-11am 

Cafe Hours: Mon. to Sat. 6:30am-7:30pm • Sun. 9am-7:30pm 
8701 5th Avenue, Brooklyn (bet. 86th & 87th Street) 
Tel 718.238.0888 • No Delivery 
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Pain-free giving 


ProFoot offers tips on how to curb holiday 
shopping damage on feet, knees and back 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO BrooHyn Editor 

M ake no mistake about it: 
“Shopping is a sport,” 
maintains podiatrist 
Lori Weisenfeld, spokeswoman 
for the Sunset Park-based foot- 
care line ProFoot. 

Now that the final weekend 
of holiday gift shopping is 
here, otherwise sedentary read- 
ers might feel compelled to at- 
tempt a present-buying mara- 
thon, sprinting up 86th Street 
in Bay Ridge, weaving be- 
tween pedestrians on Park 
Slope’s Fifth or Seventh av- 
enues, or hopping in and out of 
boutiques on Smith Street. 

It might be necessary to 
pound the hard, unforgiving 
floors of shopping centers like 
Kings Plaza or the Atlantic Ter- 
minal Mall in search of the per- 
fect tokens of your affection. 

Whether you’re raring on the 
streets or in the malls, you’ll no 
doubt feel you’re participating in 
a triathlon as you hike your bags 
and bundles up and down sub- 
way stairs or on and off buses. 

And just as athletes can en- 
counter aches and pains after an 
athletic event, shopping can 
leave you with a pain in the 
back, legs and feet — just when 
you want to sit down and enjoy 
the sight of your friends and 
family unwrapping the gifts 
you’ve worked so hard to col- 
lect. 

“People come back from 
shopping, and their back and 
legs hurt them, but they don’t 
make the connection with their 
feet,” explained Weisenfeld, a 
sports podiatrist. “But certainly, 
if feet are not cushioned, pain 
will work its way up the body. 

“If they have flat feet, that 
puts pressure on the lower back 
and causes back and leg pain as 
well. If they have a high arch, 
shopping — especially in malls 
— is jarring — just horrible — 
for your feet. You’ll need more 
shock absorption.” 



Sole provider: Dan Feldman, vice president of marketing for ProFoot, puts his feet up in 
the company's Sunset Park headquarters. 


The good news, according to 
Weisenfeld, is that with some 
easy prevention preparation, you 
can lessen the chances that 
you’ll be bemoaning your back 
at Christmas Eve dinner. 

Flat is not better 

“People assume that a flat 
shoe that’s a slipper, like those 
little ballet slipper- 
style shoes or a little 
slide or mule, are 
the best way to go, 
but that’s the worst 
way to go for most 
people, especially if 
you are carrying 
heavy packages,” 
said Weisenfeld, who’s been 
practicing for 17 years. “What 
you want to do is have some- 
thing with a lot of support and 
cushioning. Especially if your 
feet are flat, you need some- 
thing more supportive, such as a 
good athletic shoe.” 


If you don’t have a top-shelf 
pair of sneakers in your closet, 
one of the ProFoot products, 
available at Duane Reade and 
Rite Aid, could be an easy up- 
grade to your favorite pair of 
shoes and the prices are modest 
($3.99-$7.99). 

“You can add something into 
a less supportive shoe,” ex- 


plained Weisenfeld. “One of 
the [ProFoot] products I like is 
the Smart Arch [Custom Fitting 
Qrthotic]. The reason I like it is 
that it gives that combination of 
under-arch support and cush- 
ioning and the material they use 
holds the foot in place — it’s 


not sliding around so you’re 
less likely to get blisters and fa- 
tigue.” 

Avoid friction 

You might not be able to 
avoid friction at your holiday 
gatherings, but you can make 
sure to keep it out of your 

“One thing that will send 
you home from a shopping 
trip fast is a nasty blister, 
caused by friction,” explained 
Weisenfeld. “Before you leave 
home, make sure the shoes are 
fitting properly, that there isn’t 
any motion in the shoe or slip- 
page in heel. Some people get 
friction between their toes, 
and they put Vaseline between 
them to prevent it.” 

Strait-laced shopper 

“Lace-up shoes are always 
better than slip-on shoes,” 
opines Weisenfeld, “and will 


SHOPPING 


ie Reade or Rite Aid lo 
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give more support and stability 
in the shoe.” 

Take breaks 

Whether in a mall or in 
street-front stores, Weisenfeld 
said that many people find that 
their feet do swell after a shop- 
ping spree. Keep an eye out for 
chairs, benches or a food court 
or cafe, and take a moment to 
put those barking dogs up. 

“If possible, elevate your 
feet,” advised Weisenfeld. “If 
you just sit on a chair, pointing 
and flexing your feet, it will 
exercise the muscles in the feet 
and lower leg.” 

And after you get home, 
give your feet a bit more ten- 
der loving care. 

She advises, “A good idea 
to get swelling down is to ele- 
vate the feet, and gently mas- 

Two pairs are better 

“A lot of people don’t think 
of this, but they should bring an 
extra pair of shoes — just a dif- 
ferent pair of shoes. Halfway 
through shopping, they should 
switch off. They’ll be using 
their muscles just a little bit dif- 
ferently, giving the muscles a 
different workload, so they 
won’t fatigue as quickly.” 

Don’t want to lug around an 
extra pair of shoes? Why not re- 
ward yourself for your thought- 
fulness this holiday season and 
buy yourself a new pair? Then 
make the switch. 

For tender soles 

“If you have a very bony foot 
and pain in the ball of foot 
(where toes meet the rest of the 
foot) from lack of cushioning, 
avoid a thin-soled shoe,” ad- 
vised Weisenfeld. “You want a 
nice, thick sole. A lot of women 
lose their fat pad there as they 
get older, so it gets more tender. 
If you normally find yourself in 
a situation where tenderness in 
that area is a problem, you can 
add something to your shoe for 
the ball of the foot. It takes pres- 
sure off and eases the area.” 

ProFoot Marketing Vice 
President Dan Feldman, son of 
Dr. Leonard Feldman, the chiro- 
practor who founded the com- 
pany on 20th Street at Third Av- 
enue in 1987, added, ‘Trying an 
over-the-counter arch support or 
cushion is not going to hurt, and 
it’s not a big investment. But if 
you consistently have a pain, it’s 
always wise to seek out a podi- 
atrist. They’re the experts on 
the feet and have your person- 
al best interest at heart.” 



Meating place 


Bar Minnow has been rechristened 
the Brooklyn Burger Bar. 

A new, bright yellow “Brooklyn 
Burger Bar” awning popped up last 
weekend over the shuttered space, at 
the comer of Seventh Avenue and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope. (Bar Min- 
now had been closed since owner-chef 
Aaron Bashy moved to Beverly Hills to 
run the kitchen of The Prime Grill.) 

New owner Greg Murjani opened 
the doors of his new eatery on Thurs- 
day. He told us that he doesn’t eat fish, 
but he loves a good burger — and, in 
true Brooklyn spirit, he’s offering a 
mega-mound of meat called “the 
Fuggedaboutit.” 

Beyond that instant classic of Angus 
beef, smoked mozzarella and fire roast- 
ed red peppers, Murjani’s Burger Bar 


sells Kobe beef burgers plus the usual 
French fries and onion rings. He also 
offers a full bar and a killer milkshake, 
said Muijani. 

The Burger Bar baron, who also 
owns Greg’s Express garbage service, 
grew up in Park Slope and wants his 
place to be family-friendly, but also a 
late-night stop. He serves food from 1 1 
am to 2 am, and he keeps the bar open 
until 4 am. 

Brooklyn Burger Bar (444 Ninth St. at 
Seventh Avenue in Park Slope) accepts 
American Express, MasterCard and 
Visa. Entrees: $6-$12. Open for lunch 
and dinner daily. Subway: F train to 
Seventh Avenue. For more information, 
call (718) 832-5500 or visit the Web 
site www.brooklynburgerbar.com. 

— Nica Lalli 



“Go Ahead. Spread Miss Jessie's Love this Holiday Season." 

Buy 1 Get 1 Free! 


BROOKLYN RETAIL LOCATIONS: 


MANHATTAN RETAIL LOCATIONS: 


Williamsburg -Sodafine 

119 Grand Street 
718.230.3060 


All NYC Locations • Ricky’s 

590 Broadway 
212-226-5552 


Fort Greene • Time Salon 

9 Greene Avenue 
718.522.9030 


Upper East Side • OC 61 Salon & Spa 

33 East 61st Street, 3rd Floor 
212-935-6261 
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American Leather Fontana Arte 
\ Atlantico by De La Espada Maria Yee 

Baronet Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams 
Bruno Marina Gallery Robert Abbey 
DellaRobbia Thayer Coggin 


Celebrate 
few Year’s E w 

i a Sumptuous Four-course Dinner at 

irco Polo Ristorante 

our efegant Private. Upstairs ‘Banquet ‘Boom 
day, ‘December 31, 2006 8:30pm to 2:00 am 
pagne at Midnight • Open Bar Atf Sdjgfit 
Live DJ, dbats & 9\[oise Makers 

$100 per person (plus tax & gratuity) 

$60 per child under 12 years 
We are also offering a Special Christmas 
& New Year’s Eve a la carte menu 

Marco Polo Ristorante 

345 Court St. (comer of Union) 

9Aaf)e ‘Reservations "EarCy! Catt fh[ow (718) 852-5015 
www.marcoyotoTistorante.com. 


art lighting furniture decor 


shoprico.com 
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ITRO TO BIRDWATCHING: Audubon 

Sf' 


pm. PdyPrep Country Day School, 



pm. $6, $2.25 seniors, $2 children cator, and author Baruti K. Kafele. 

OC6an PI 8) ^768-2972° FreJ ^ W6St 

iFFERTS HOMESTEAD: Kids are KWANZAA CELEBRATION: The 




BROOKLYN 

Nightlife 
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BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 
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141 Court Street 

(between Atlantic & Pacific aves) 

(718) 625-7370 • mmmm 

Sun-Thurs: 12-10:30pm; Fri & Sat: 12-ll:30pm 




Private Party Room Accommodates Up To 50 People 
Office Parties, Reunions, Graduations, Showers, Christenings & More! 


* (718) 238-9447 











TALK TO US... 


sible. Include name of venue, address with cross street, phone number for the pub- 
lic to call, Web site address, dates, times and admission or ticket prices. Send list- 
ings and color photos of performers via e-mail to Nightlife@BrooklynPapers.com or 
via fax at (718) 834-9278. Listings are free and printed on a space available basis. 
We regret we cannot take listings over the phone. 

The listings are correct as of press time. Contact the venue before you go to 
confirm event details. 



SPECIALTIES 

• Homemade Mole Poblano Sauce 

• Gringas 

(roast pork quesadillas with pineapple & 

• Enchiladas Oaxquenas 

(exotic red sauce with Oxada cheese) 


• Tequila Mojitos 




We’re also in Sunset Park: (718) 686-8151 & (718) 633-1006 

Open 7 days: M-Th llam-midnight, F & Sat Ham-2am <• mi PH SIB 









'We cannot direct the wind, 

but we can adjust the sails." 

rsi 


Chanie Schwartz 

f CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 


■ J CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLAN 

krtefttsl 

Financial <^l nsurance Assessment ✓Retirement Planning 

Dlanninn /College Funding ✓ Budgeting • Gifting 

rianmng /Asset Allocation /Estate Planning 

Services /Cashflow Analysis / Wealth Accumulation 


295 Madison Avenue, NYC 
avestedinteresWverizon.net 


Call 212-661-5190 

FREE CONSULTATION! 


COFFEES, GIFT BASKETS, & GOURMET FOODS 
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Smartmom's night in 
Hell with eight tweens 

Si 


IMARTMOM THINKS 
h that slumber parties for 
V children under the age of 
35 should be banned. Why 
would any parent want to sacri- 
fice his or her sleep and sanity 
for an all-night gathering of 
pre-teen girls? 

A couple of weeks back, Di- 
vorce Diva asked Smartmom if 
she’d be willing to help out dur- 
ing her 10-year-old’s slumber 
birthday party. 

“It’ll be eight girls in all. Her 
private school requires that you 
either invite the entire class, all 
the girls, or only one child,” Di- 
vorce Diva explained. 

Eight girls. That seemed a tad 
excessive. Smartmom, who has 
never hosted a slumber party for 
either Teen Spirit or the Oh So 
Feisty One, knows from anec- 
dotal evidence that slumber par- 
ties are generally a bad idea. And 
if you must do it keep it small. 
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TEENS 
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PARENT ^ 
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Brooklyn 

Fencing 

Center 

• Group Closses 


• Open Fencing 
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Smartmom consid- 
ered hanging up the 
phone and leaving it 
off the hook for at least 
16 hours. But Divorce 
Diva could barely con- 
ceal her desperation. 

“I NEED YOU,” 
she cried into the phone. 

So, being the gullible, good- 
natured friend that she is, 
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Resolution No.1: 

get in shape for my other resolutions 


Solution: 

Winter Membership for $25/Week 

320,000 square feet of state-of-the-art facilities, including: swimming, squash, 
racquetball, fencing, martial arts, volleyball, and boxing, plus classes, weights, 
and endurance equipment to condition for these sports. 

Offer ends January 10 

Membership ends January 31, 2007 


EASTERN ATHLETIC 


PROSPECT PARK 17 EASTERN PARKWAY AT GRAND ARMY PLAZA 718 789-4600 
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 CLARK STREET BETWEEN HENRY & HICKS 718 625-0500 
METROTECH 333 ADAMS STREET AT TH E MARRIOTT HOTEL 718 330-0007 
TRIBECA 80 LEONARD STREET BETWEEN B’WAY & CHURCH 212 966-5432 



By Louise Crawford 


Smartmom relented. 

Besides, OSFO was an invit- 
ed guest and Smartmom 
thought it would be fun to be a 
fly on the wall — and a chance 
to hang out with her friend. 

The girls were in their paja- 
mas when Smartmom and 
OSFO arrived at Divorce Diva’s 
house in Ditmas Park at 6 pm. 
And because it was an American 
Girl slumber party, the dolls were 
in their pajamas, too. 

The first activity, a video talk 
show, went well. The birthday 
girl interviewed all of the 
American Girl dolls, including 
the eight dolls that belonged to 
the birthday girl. 

That’s 15 dolls and 15 inter- 


“So, who is your favorite 
person in the world?” the birth- 
day girl asked Felicity, OSFO’s 
Revolutionary War era doll, 
who was dressed in a hot pink 
bathrobe. 

“OSFO, of course,” OSFO 
answered in her doll’s voice. 

A FTER THE TALK 
show, the girls went up- 
stairs to watch the video 
while Smartmom and Divorce 
Diva set up the Chinese food on 
the special party plates, as well 
as doll-sized plates for the dolls. 

Some of the girls (not to 
mention the dolls) were picky 

“I’ll just have miniature com 
and water chestnuts,” one girl 
said. Smartmom groaned as she 
fished out the miniature com 
and water chestnuts of one of 
the dishes. 

“I don’t eat fish or seafood,” 
another girl said. Smartmom of- 
fered her a plate of Chinese 
broccoli. “I don’t eat green food 

When it was time for bever- 
ages, the girls screamed for root 
beer, orange soda or Sierra 
Mist, while holding up doll 
sized cups for their American 
Girl dolls. 

Smartmom thought she 
might lose her mind. Instead, 
she served the girls — and the 
dolls — the soda they wanted 
and poured herself a tall glass 
of Trader Joe’s Merlot. Then a 
fight broke out between two 
highly hyperactive girls. 

“You pig,” one girl said. 
“Haven’t you ever heard of a 
fork?” The other girl looked 
ready to cry. Instead she threw 
shoes. American Girl doll 
shoes, of course. 

After the meltdown, er, din- 
ner, the girls decided to play with 
their dolls in the birthday girl’s 
tiny third-floor bedroom. Like 
Sherpas, Divorce Diva and 
Smartmom carried 15 dolls and 
all manner of doll furniture, 
horse stables, wheelbarrows, and 
armoires filled with doll clothing 
to the bedroom upstairs. 

Ready for a nap, Smartmom 
lay down on the couch while 
Divorce Diva got out the Har- 
vey’s Bristol Cream and poured 
them each a glass. Yum. 

N ext up: beauty 

makeovers and a 
movie. Following a 
heated argument, the birthday 
girl got her way and the girls 
watched “Meet the Fockers” 
while applying mascara, eye 
shadow and rouge to the faces 
of girls and dolls alike. 

All was quiet until one girl 
came screaming downstairs: “I 
just got the make-up today and 
now it’s ruined.” 

Divorce Diva did her best to 
console the girl. “It’s really not 
that bad,” she purred while an- 
other child made it look like 

To no avail. The indignity of 
someone messing with her 
make-up kit was just too much. 
Soon the girl succumbed to a 
bout of acute homesickness that 
necessitated a call home. 

When there was no answer, 
she tried her mother’s cellphone 
and left a pleading message. 

“Can I have another glass of 
Merlot?” Smartmom asked 
pleadingly of Divorce Diva 
who was quick to oblige. 

While they waited for a call 
from homesick girl’s mom (it 
never came, by the way), the 
girl pined for her beloved fami- 
ly dog, who died five years ago. 

“I’ll never feel the soft fur of 
my dog ever again,” she said 
standing at the window staring 
at the stars like a Shakespeare- 
an heroine. 

At midnight, Shoe Thrower, 
who has ADHD, came down- 
stairs. “I can’t settle down,” she 
told them. “They’re making too 


Divorce Diva called the 
girl’s mother for advice. “Sepa- 
rate her from the other girls,” 
Shoe Thrower’s mom suggest- 
ed, so the girl was sequestered 
in Divorce Diva’s comfortable 
bedroom in front of the TV. 

T HE REST OF the girls 
didn’t settle down quite 
so easily. They arranged 
and rearranged their sleeping 
bags — and the dolls’ sleeping 
bags — in the family room. 
Smartmom could tell they were 
planning for a long night. 

Tm not tired at all!” one girl 
said. “Neither am I,” OSFO 
chimed in. 

Smartmom rolled her eyes. 
Even those who were obviously 
tired didn’t want to seem like 
wusses for going to sleep. 

Everyone knows, you get a 
badge of honor if you stay up 
later than anyone else. 

Smartmom retired to the 
guest room at 1 am hoping that 
it might inspire the girls to think 
about sleeping. But no such 
luck. At one point, a sleepy 
OSFO came into Smartmom’s 
solitary sanctuary. 

“Would you like to sleep in 
here?” Smartmom said fearful- 
ly, pointing to the cozy, single 
bed. OSFO said no. Phew. 

“Do you want to go home?” 
“Nah, I want the goody 
bag,” she said and scurried out. 

While Smartmom slept fit- 
fully, there was noise, crying, 
and carrying on until 3:30 am, 
when Smartmom heard Di- 
vorce Diva desperately telling 
the girls, “I can’t take it any- 

I N THE MORNING, 
Smartmom found Divorce 
Diva throwing toaster waf- 
fles on the table and waiting for 
the girl’s parents to arrive. 

The girls needed help finding 
their things and packing up. 

“I can’t find Piggy,” one girl 
came running down the stairs in 
an obvious panic. Eight girls, 15 
dolls and two moms searched the 
house high and low for a tiny 
pink stuffed animal. 

Thankfully, Piggy was locat- 
ed, the girls ate breakfast, and 
their parents arrived just in the 
nick of time. Divorce Diva put 
on a good show. 

It was lively, she told them. 
Never a dull moment. One by 
one, she handed the parents 
their child’s rolling suitcase and 
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“You know, your daughter’s 
doll was incredibly well-be- 
haved,” Divorce Diva told one 
dad. “She’s always welcome 
here,” she said handing him a 
beautifully coiffed Molly. “She 
can sleep over here anytime. 
Anytime.” 
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IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
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Dentistry 
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DENTISTRY 
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• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 
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• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 
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• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 
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Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
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Free Consultation 
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• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 
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Crying in their beers 

For Ratner foes at condemned Freddy's bar, 
Atlantic Yards news doesn't go down easy 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Resignation — a little bitter, but mostly cyni- 
cal — swept through Freddy’s Bar in Prospect 
Heights, the drinking hole of choice for anti-At- 
lantic Yards activists, who saw their last, best 
hopes dashed by Wednesday’s Public Authori- 
ties Control Boaid approval of the mega-project. 

One of the bar’s two televisions, normally ded- 
icated to video art, was tuned to New York 1, the 
only indication that something was not right with 
the world. 

The TV screen broadcast a barrage of file im- 
ages of Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, Gov. 
Pataki and Senate Majority Leader Joe Bruno, the 
state’s so-called “three men in a room” who ap- 
proved Atlantic Yards and, in doing so, signed the 
death certificate for the popular bar, which sits 
within the footprint of Ratner’s proposed Nets 
arena and would be condemned via the state’s 
power of eminent domain. 

“We came tonight for some companionship,” 
said Adrienne Dunbar, a member of Develop 
Don’t Destroy Brooklyn and an eight-year Pros- 
pect Heights resident. 

Two barstools down sat Ross Bonadonna, who 
has lived in the neighborhood for 31 years. 

“I’m disappointed in the outcome,” he said. 
“But I’m not so naive as to be surprised. This was 
an undercover, shady deal.” 

But there was little rancor among the bar pa- 
trons. One man was reading the satirical paper, 
the Onion. Another man sat at the bar eating a 
spinach pie. After a little while, the TV was 
flipped to ESPN. 

A few Ratner opponents held out hope that the 
project could still be sunk in the courts, through 
which at least two lawsuits are moving. 

“My heart is heavy,” said Matthew Kuhn, who 
has been bartending at Freddy’s for five years. “I 
fell in love with this bar the first time I came here. 
I’d say we have a year left until we close.” 


Atlantic Yards scorecard 

The three men in a room have approved Atlantic Yards, so it’s time for 


the post-mortem: 

Winners: 

Bruce Ratner: He’s won the right to 
build his $4-billion arena, hotel, of- 
fice space and residential Xanadu — 
and he’s gotten his pals in Albany to 
underwrite it with billions of dollars 
in taxpayer subsidies. Nice work if 
you have the connections to get it. 
Eliot Spitzer: The incoming gover- 
nor will avoid blame when Pataki’s 
legacy project ends up not meeting 
economic projections and ties up traf- 
fic and subways even worse than 
state planners revealed. 

Norman Oder: Call him a blogger 
or a journalist, but no one did better 
shoe-leather reporting than Oder did 
on his Web site, the Atlantic Yards 
Report. Filing one Freedom of Infor- 
mation Request after another, Oder 
constantly broke stories revealing fi- 
nancial shortcomings and environ- 
mental impacts of the project. 

Chuck E. Cheese: The garish eatery in 
Ratner’s Atlantic Terminal mall will 
soon be across the street from a basket- 
ball arena filled with 19,000 potential 
ct mers 

Brooklyn Net fans: No longer will 
they have to schlep to Jersey to watch 
the underperforming team. Now they 
can get stuck in traffic closer to home. 


Losers: 

Eliot Spitzer: He got elected claim- 
ing he’d be a new broom sweeping 
through filthy Albany politics, yet re- 
portedly told Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver to approve the project 
so that he wouldn’t have to deal with 

Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn: 

They were fighting a project that will 
clog large swaths of Downtown and 
Brownstone Brooklyn; a mega-devel- 
opment whose finances are propped 
up by billions of dollars of taxpayer 
subsidies and a sweetheart deal for de- 
velopment rights over the LIRR yards; 
and a developer whose track record 
includes ugly malls and dead office 
parks filled with public agencies — 
and yet they got slammed dunked. 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver: 
He blocked more-popular projects 
such as the Jets’ West Side Stadium 
and the Moynihan Station by object- 
ing to financing, yet let Atlantic Yards 
go through despite a huge public cost 
that state planners tried to conceal. 
Frank Gehry: Ratner’s starchitect 
will be forced to lop more than 10 
stories off the project’s centerpiece, 
the Miss Brooklyn tower that he 
vowed not to alter. Hey, Frank, this is 
Brooklyn, not Bilbao. 


RATNER WINS STATE NOD... 



Continued from page 1 

Beyond the financial cost, 
foes said Ratner’s project 
would turn quiet Prospect 
Heights into Times Square and 
put a Madison Square Garden 
in the heart of a residential 
neighborhood. 

Before Wednesday’s vote, 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Sil- 
ver — one of the three men 
who control the PACB — 
voiced similar concerns. But af- 
ter a day of lobbying by ESDC 
officials on Tuesday, the Demo- 
cratic Speaker cast his vote with 
Republican rivals Gov. Pataki 
and Senate Majority Leader Joe 
Bruno, claiming that he had fi- 
nally been shown documents 
that convinced him of Atlantic 
Yards’ economic viability. 

The documents included a se- 
cret analysis prepared by the out- 
side accounting firm, KPMG. A 
copy was also provided to the 
New York Times, which is a 
partner of Ratner’s on its new 
Midtown headquarters. 

According to the Times, the 
KPMG study showed that Rat- 
ner expects to make a return of 
about 10 percent on his invest- 
ment — but critics said his 
profit would be higher, thanks 
to subsidies he’ll receive. 

The project has already got- 
ten $200 million in direct state 
and city subsidies, and Ratner 
was allowed to acquire MTA 
property at less than the ap- 
praised value. It will also re- 
ceive $1 billion in tax abate- 
ments, housing subsidies, and 
low-interest bonds, according to 
ESDC. 

Opponents of the project say 
the public costs are much high- 
er — and the public benefit 
much lower. 

When proposed in 2003, Rat- 
ner said Adantic Yards would 
pump $6 billion in tax revenues 
into the local economy over the 
next 30 years. That number fell to 
$1.4 billion this summer, and 
dropped again to just $944 mil- 


lion last week, ESDC said. 

Disregarding such numbers, 
Silver claimed that Ratner had 
made last-minute concessions, 
such as cutting down the pro- 
posed 620-foot-tall “Miss 
Brooklyn” tower to 5 1 1 feet — 
one foot shorter than the bor- 
ough’s iconic Williamsburgh 


mitting to placing 200 afford- 
able condo units on-site rather 
than nearby, as he’d previously 
promised; helping to build a 
new high-tech high school in 
the area; and coughing up $3 
million for neighborhood parks 
surrounding his eight-milhon- 
square-foot superblock Xanadu. 

Silver also won a victory for 
his Lower Manhattan con- 
stituents by pushing the devel- 


oper to trim the amount of of- 
fice space in Adantic Yards, lest 
it compete with commercial 
properties in Silver’s district. 

"I am pleased that the devel- 
oper is committed to addressing 
numerous community concerns 
through several specific actions 
that will result in significant 
neighborhood improvement,” 
Silver said in a statement fol- 
lowing his approval vote. 

Ratner thanked him — and 
Pataki and Bruno — right back. 

“We are very thankful ... for 
their support and today’s ap- 
proval,” Ratner said in a state- 
ment after the state’s so-called 
“three men in a room” voted. 

Critics charged that Ratner’s 
“concessions” didn’t go far 
enough. 


“The inclusion of affordable 
home ownership in the Atlantic 
Yards project is a significant 
step forward for our communi- 
ty,” said Assemblyman-elect 
Hakeem Jeffries (D-Prospect 
Heights), but added that, like 
other officials, he wanted more 
changes after Eliot Spitzer takes 
over as governor on Jan. 1. 

“I expect to work closely 
with the Spitzer administration 
to address the quality-of-life 
and density concerns that many 
in the community, including 
myself, continue to have” about 
Atiantic Yards, Jeffries said. 

The fight will now move to 
the courts, where at least two 
lawsuits have been filed against 
Ratner and state officials over the 
use of eminent domain to seize 


Carrot juice cathedral 

F'Greene nectar bar owner saves church relics 



By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Here is the church, here is the steeple, 
open the door and see the . . . ginger root. 

It may seem strange that Urban Spring 
— a Fort Greene juice bar constructed with 
floorboards, balconies and plaster moldings 
salvaged from a church — is rebelling 
against the season’s spiritually ordained 
shopping. 

But owner Gordon Kindlon and his wife, 
Consuelo Casarotto, have a different take on 
faith and the economy. 

“We believe in a kind of capitalism of 
hope and renewal,” said Kindlon, who 
opened the smoothie sanctum on DeKalb Av- 
enue near Fort Greene Park earlier this year. 

“And renewal is what happens when 
people drink or eat organic food that is pre- 
pared consciously, so [opening a juice bar] 
made sense for us.” 

Kindlon and Casarotto met in Afghan- 
istan after the American invasion, where 
they were rebuilding with the UN. 

After heading back to Casarotto’s native 
Fort Greene last year, the couple began 
scheming about the growth needed in their 
own neighborhood. 

They settled on building a green-energy- 
powered, all-organic juice bar after finding 
out how costly it would be to develop eco- 


friendly, sustainable housing in the neigh- 
borhood. 

Conveniently, the so-called ‘Peace Church” 
of Washington Square, a prominent civil- 
rights-era church in Manhattan, was being 
converted into condos. 

“Everything just came together after 
that,” Kindlon said. Already, Urban Spring 
is preaching to the converted. 


“It’s the best beet juice around,” said 
Amir Ahali, a regular customer. “And I’m 
Muslim, so I don’t get to see the old church 
stuff every day.” 

But if you are thinking about holding a 
Midnight Mass on Urban Spring’s Ro- 
manesque pews, make different plans: The 
church-like juice bar will be closed for 
Christmas. 
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Mapping a way 
to the Bridge 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

It may take “practice” to get to Carnegie Hall, but to get to the 
virtually unmarked Brooklyn Bridge footpath takes keen eye- 
sight, an internal GPS, and the willingness to ask for directions. 

But by this time next year, befuddled tourists will be guided to 
the famed pedestrian walkway by real signs, rather than the cur- 
rent mismash of hand-painted placards put up by grassroots 
groups or the city’s 
graffiti-covered maps 
near the bridge. 

The $1 -million sig- 
nage plan, sponsored 
by the Metrotech BID, 

Borough President 
Markowitz and the 
City Council, calls for 
the installation of 110 
signs in Downtown 
Brooklyn, from near 
the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music to the foot- 
path’s DUMBO en- 

That comes as wel- 
come news to tourists 
like Anthony Lopez, of 
Puerto Rico, who could- 
n’t find the entrance to 
the fabled bridge’s 
walkway, which is hid- 
den beneath a Brooklyn- 
Queens Expressway overpass on Washington Street. The only clue 
to the walkway’s existence is a green sign obscured by a sticker. 

“I took the train to [Brooklyn Heights], and had to keep asking 
for directions,” said Lopez on Wednesday afternoon. 

Lopez was hardly the only irritated visitor. 

Frenchman Herve Ricou walked across the bridge from Man- 
hattan, but once he was in Brooklyn, found himself surrendering 
to the notion that he was in a no-man’s land. 

“You can’t read it,” said Ricou, pointing to the graffiti-, stick- 
er-, and grime-covered “Information” kiosk near the footpath. 

A kind benefactor has anonymously posted hand-painted (and 
legible!) signs in Cadman Plaza Park pointing the way to the famous 
bridge, but some question whether the Borough of Kings should be 
relying on the kindness of strangers for basic infrastructure. 

Metrotech BID Executive Director Michael Weiss said the fi- 
nal designs for the custom-made, multi-colored signs are now be- 
ing tweaked, though Weiss did say they would have a “steel 
blue” background and be constructed of high-quality materials. 
The signs should be installed by late summer. 

“I think when people see them, they’ll be really pleased,” said 
Weiss. 

At the very least, they’ll know where they’re going. 




New 'smart’ meters actually dumb 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Those new “muni-meters” on 
Atlantic Avenue are no-armed 
bandits, business owners and res- 
idents say. 

The Euro-styled, computerized 
parking boxes that were installed 
along the avenue between Hicks 
Street and Fourth Avenue last 
month take your money even dur- 
ing the strip’s “No Parking” hours, 
4-7 pm every day. 

“It’s crazy that the machine is- 


n’t programmed to give back your 
money if you try to pay for park- 
ing during those hours,” said 
Sandy Balboza, president of the 
Atlantic Avenue Betterment Asso- 

“If I put money in a machine 
and it spits out a receipt for an 
hour of parking, I would naturally 
think it’s legal to park.” 

Balboza and others have seen 
several cars towed away — de- 
spite a freshly printed receipt indi- 
cating that the driver paid for park- 


ing — since the new meters were 
installed. 

Balboza is calling for the ma- 
chines to be reprogrammed, but 
Department of Transportation 
spokesman Craig Chin said that 
drivers need to read signs, whether 
they’re on Atlantic or a side street 
equipped with the old mechanical 
meters. 

"The procedure for paying for 
parking on Atlantic Avenue is the 
same with muni-meters as it was 
with single-space meters,” Chin 


said. “Motorists need to check the 
parking regulations before feeding 
the meter.” 

That answer didn’t satisfy one 
local businesswoman. 

"The other day, I saw two guys 
running back to their car as it was 
being towed,” said Frances Caroll 
of Silk Road Antiques. 

“They clearly thought they 
could there. Couldn’t the machine 
just be programmed to flash ‘No 
Parking, 4-7’?” 

— Gersh Kuntzman 


Gentile bill will 
tackle raccoons 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Brooklyn’s raccoons now have 
their very own Cruella De Vils: City 
Councilmen Vincent Gentile (D-Bay 
Ridge) and Domenic Recchia (D- 
Coney Island), who have sponsored a 
bill that would require the city to re- 
move the masked critters, whether 
they’re rabid or not. 

The bill, introduced on Dec. 6, 
would order the city’s Center for Ani- 
mal Care and Control to take away any 
raccoon after a complaint by a city res- 
ident. 

Gentile was quick to say he’s not 
calling for a raccoon hunt. 

“We’re not advocating that any rac- 
coons be put down unless they’re rab- 
id,” said Gentile. “We are advocating 
that peoples’ homes and property not 
be destroyed due to a raccoon infesta- 

As The Brooklyn Papers reported in 
November, there has been a spike in 
raccoon sightings, from Carroll Gar- 
dens to Bay Ridge. The reaction to the 


furry creatures has been decidedly 
mixed, with some Brooklynites avoid- 
ing their backyards, and others grow- 
ing enamored of the bushy-tailed crea- 

Now, animal lovers are crying foul. 

“All the raccoons want to do is sur- 
vive,” said Bob Zink, who runs a 
wildlife rehabilitation center on Staten 
Island and routinely works with the 
city to heal injured raccoons. 

"This is disturbing,” added Zink. 
“Why don’t we kill all the birds? They 
defecate all over the place. Where does 
the city draw the line?” 

Aside from the ethical implications 
inherent in removing a species from its 
environment, there would also be legal 

The Parks Department prohibits the 
“abuse” or “removal” of animals on 
public land, and the state Department 
of Environmental Conservation only 
allows homeowners to remove rac- 
coons that are destroying property. 

Zink promised a battle: “Boy, would 
I fight this one. Raccoons don’t know 
about property rights!” 



An upright raccoon. 


Search for 9-11 bones moved to B’klyn 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Only the dead get sifted in 
Brooklyn. 

City officials announced this week 
that the search for human remains 
from the 9-11 attack had been relocat- 
ed to an old warehouse along the 
DUMBO waterfront. 

Sifting of World Trade Center debris 
moved Monday from the tragic site to 
the Purchase Building, a 1930s-era Art 


Deco structure that has housed every- 
thing from city surplus to the Office of 
Emergency Management. 

The first bone fragment was un- 
covered at the new site on Tuesday. It 
was so small that it could not be de- 
termined what part of the body it was 
from, according to Ellen Borakove, 
the spokeswoman for the city medical 
examiner’s office. 

Borakove added that plenty of de- 
bris — mostly from the soon-to-be- 


demolished Deutsche Bank building, 
but also from manholes in the area 
around the former World Trade Cen- 
ter — remains to be sifted. 

To date, 20,941 bits of bone and 
other human remains have been dis- 
covered at Ground Zero, with 10,957 
parts traced to 1,601 victims, she said. 

That doesn’t include the hijackers, 
of course, who were not victims of 
the attacks that killed 2,749 people. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 


DeBlasio to Apple: 
Clean up this mess! 


By Paul Koepp 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Many of our readers got brand 
new iPods and Playstations this 
Chrismukkah season — and if one 
Brooklyn lawmaker has his way, 
they’ll soon get to hand back their 
old ones to the companies 
that made them. 

A new bill being 
pushed by City Council- 
man Bill DeBlasio (D- 
Park Slope) would shift 
responsibility for han- 
dling discarded products 
from consumers 
ufacturers like Apple 
and Sony. 

DeBlasio’s bill would 
require the companies to 
take back as many of their 
products as they sell in New 
York City — and as you might 
imagine, some of the companies 
are not happy about picking up your 

“There’s going to be a fight,” De- 
Blasio told The Brooklyn Papers. 
"The lobbyists are out in force to stop 
the bill or water it down.” 

Lobbyists for several companies 
testified at a recent hearing that the 
legislation would place a burden on 
the electronics industry and result in 
higher prices. 

DeBlasio (inset) dismissed that 
charge, adding that his goal is not to 
punish electronic companies, but to re- 
form them. The cost of a take-back 
program would be an incentive to de- 
sign products that are easier to recycle 
and don’t contain hazardous materials. 

After all, said Ari Kahn of the Nat- 
ural Resources Defense Council, the 
city’s e-waste problem is “blowing 
up” because gadgets now become 


outdated so quickly. 

The EPA estimates that 56 million 
computers become obsolete each year 
— yet the city currently has no plan 
to deal with e-waste. Less than 10 
percent of discarded electronics 
equipment is recycled, Kahn said. 

Electronic devices comprise 
just 1 percent of a typical 
landfill — yet they ac- 
count for 70 percent 
of toxic heavy metals 
like lead and mercury, 
according to the EPA. 
Legislation in other 
“working 
pretty well,” said 
Kahn, but some, like 
California, charge con- 
sumers to cover recy- 

Closer to home, grass- 
groups are already 
pitching in. The Lower East 
Side Ecology Center and De- 
Blasio hosted the fourth annual 
“Electronics Recycling Day” at PS 
321 in Park Slope two weeks ago, 
taking in an estimated seven tons of 
old gear. 

And in September, the Sanitation 
Department got more than 2,000 peo- 
ple to unload 41 tons of electronics, 
including 237 pounds of cellphones, 
at an event in Prospect Park. 

The event inspired DeBlasio. 

"It was amazing,” he said. “There 
were thousands of people standing in 
line to give away this stuff because it 
pained them to see it go into a land- 
fill. I took that as a mandate from my 
constituents.” 

He believes the bill will become 
law as early as next spring (when 
those bristling new toys start falling 
apart), but for now, it’s still tied up in 
hearings. 




Your home is your 
castle. Keep it 
warm and save 7% 
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supply when you 
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Hurst's living nativity 
scene hits half-century 



nual living nativity on the front lawn of the New Utrecht 
Church in Bensonhurst on Dec. 16. 


for as long as they can remem- 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

You’d be forgiven for think- 
ing you were in a different cen- 
tury — say, the first one — what 
with the live sheep, the shep- 
herds, a woman named Mary 
gazing lovingly at her baby Je- 
sus in a hay-filled bassinet. 

But the Jesus was plastic. 
Electric floodlights beamed a 
divine halo onto the virgin, and 
a CD player blared Christmas 
carols. 

So it wasn’t Bethlehem, Year 
1, of course, but Bensonhurst. 
anno MMVI, as the New 
Utrecht Roman Catholic Church 
staged its 50th annual hve nativ- 
ity scene just a block and a half 
from the rumbling D train on 
18th Avenue. 

Anachronisms notwithstand- 
ing, the purpose of the nativity 
shone through. 

“The nativity is the meaning of 
Christmas,” said Michelle Para- 
dies, who played the Virgin Mary 
on the 5-6 pm shift at the 178- 
year-old cathedral. ‘Too many 
times people forget that, and it’s 
important to remind them.” 

The manger scene used to last 
for a full week. This year, the 
creche lasted only three hours on 
Saturday, from 3 to 6 pm. 

“It’s too expensive to present 
a living nativity for more than a 
few hours,” said Robert Buon- 
vino, president of Friends of 
Historic New Utrecht. 

Still, for its short duration, the 


living nativity and petting zoo 
drew a large, and diverse, crowd. 

Mohamed Amer, a Dyker 
Heights resident, and Muslim, 
played a shepherd in the live 

“I’m here because of my 
wife,” he said, pointing to a 
woman playing the Virgin Mary 
during the 4 pm shift. 

“She’s a vision,” he added, 
cracking a smile. His 19-year- 
old played Joseph, and his 
mother-in-law a shepherdess. 

Carmela Salerno, the mother- 
in-law, wore blue and white 
robes, as did most of the cast, 
and carried a crook. And like all 
good mothers-in-law — from 
Biblical times to the present — 
she gave her son-in-law a hard 

“You’re not controlling the 
sheep,” chided Salerno, as the 
bundles of wool ran from one 
toddler to another, each holding 
out a fistful of grass uprooted 
from the New Utrecht lawn. 

For all of the living nativity’s 
emphasis on the enduring spirit 
of the original Christmas, there 
were plenty who embraced the 
modem holiday in its full, mate- 
rialistic glory. 

John Marra, 12, played a 
shepherd for his third year in a 
row, but he’s expecting more 
earthly pleasures come Christ- 
mas morning. 

“This year, all I want for 
Christmas is money, so I can 
buy what I want,” said Marra, 
of Bensonhurst. “I’m trying to 


get new games for my PSP.” 

Of course, there were those 
who were drawn to the creche 
for more nostalgic reasons. 

Greg and Ernie Schimizzi, 
brothers now in middle age, 
have been coming to the creche 


ber. 

"The face of Brooklyn has 
changed, it’s become even more 
diverse — and that’s a change 
for the better,” said Greg. “But 
this is a constant.” 


Hail hybrids! 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Cabbies driving hybrid cars won’t have to buy new vehi- 
cles as often as their traditional-cab-driving counterparts, 
thanks to a city law signed this week. 

Currently, drivers of non-hybrids now have to buy new autos 
every three to five years. This bill will let hybrid cab owner’s 
hold onto their hacks for an additional year . 

“The legislation is a major step forward in converting the taxi- 
cab fleet into hybrid, clean-burning cars,” said Evan Thies, 
spokesman for City Councilman David Yassky (D-Brooklyn 
Heights), who sponsored the bill. 

‘Every three [or five] years [was] be expensive.” — Rubinstein 


CIRCUS... 

Continued from page 1 
condo and retail complex. 

Even if Coney Island doesn’t end up with the circus, cir- 
cus-goers can still get a taste of Coney Island. 

This season, the Big Apple Circus is featuring a show 
called “Amusement Resort by the Sea,” which focuses on 
Coney Island in the early 20th century and promises “rollick- 
ing rides and awesome arcades, the boisterous barker and sur- 
prising sideshows.” 

Dein called the show’s timing “coincidental.” 


TOXIC... 

Continued from page 1 

“We are still determining the significant threat determina- 
tion,” the engineering report stated. 

More than 11,000 tons of “petroleum contaminated soil” 
has been removed from the Whole Foods site since March, 
2005, when the company began its cleanup. 

An engineer for the grocer said this week that the new tox- 
ins would not impede the ongoing cleanup. 

“A plan will be implemented to make sure that there are no 
harmful vapors or dust leaving the site,” said engineer Samuel 
R. Haydock. 

Whole Foods still plans to open in 2008, according to the 
cleanup plan. 


Boerum Hill crackhouse shut down 

Neighbors: It was so quiet, we didn't even know it was there 


By Gersh Kuntzman 
and Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Two suspected chug dealers were ar- 
rested last week after an explosion at 
their Dean Street brownstone brought 
cops to an alleged crackhouse in- 
Boerum Hill. 

“In this city, you can hve right next 
door to something like this, but never no- 
tice it,” said one man, who fives near the 
building at 229 Dean St., between Third 


Avenue and Nevins Street. 

The house got the attention of authori- 
ties on Dec. 16, when an explosion blew 
out the front windows. 

Fire officials quickly determined that 
the blast had been caused by a pressur- 
ized air rifle cartridge that had been left 
on a radiator. No one was injured by the 
flying glass. 

When cops entered the building, they 
found drag paraphernalia, a police 
source said. 

A subsequent search revealed two 
drag scales, crack cocaine, a gravity 


knife and the air rifle, according to court 

The owner of the house, Graham 
Maclndoe, 43, and 31 -year-old Amy O’- 
Sullivan were arrested and booked on 
drag and weapons possession charges, all 
misdemeanors. 

A source added that Maclndoe and 
O’Sullivan also had a BB gun painted 
black to look like a handgun. 

In the wake of the arrests, neighbors 
said the house was frequently visited late 
at night by people who did not five on the 


But no one reported anything to po- 
lice, said Leslie Lewis, who is not only 
president of the 84th Precinct Communi- 
ty Council, but lives near the building. 

“It was not known to us as a crack- 
house,” Lewis said. 

“Of course, now everyone is saying, ‘I 
thought something was going on there.’ 
But no one was ever disturbed by it, like 
they would have been by a noisy bar. We 
would’ve known.” 

City records show that Maclndoe 
bought the house in 2003 with a 
$616,000 mortgage. 



An alleged crackhouse in Boerum Hill two days after an explosion attracted police. 



Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor 
John B. Mattingly, Commissioner, ACS 


foster (faw-ster, fos-ter) 

1 . to bring up with care 

2. to help to grow or develop 


Becoming a foster parent may be the most 
rewarding thing you ever do. You don't 
have to be perfect or have a big house - 
you do need to be kind, encouraging and 
loving.Thereare many children and teens 
in NewYorkCity who need the help that 
only you can provide. 


Please call 31 1 or visit www.nyc.gov/acs 
to find out more. 
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New board chair wins on 'Bortnick Ballot' 


By Matthew Lysiak 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Dean Rasinya is the new 
chairman of Community 
Board 10 — but the vote to 
elect him took a backseat to a 
bizarre debate that brought 
back horrifying memories of 
the 2000 presidential election. 
It began innocently enough 


on Monday night, when the two 
candidates for the post — Ra- 
sinya and Eleanor Schiano — 
prepared to make their election 
speeches before the traditional 
show-of-hands vote. 

But before that could happen, 
board member Allen Bortnick’s 
arm shot up. 

“I don’t mean to usurp your 
authority,” Bortnick told outgo- 
ing Chairman Craig Eaton. “But 


it is our right [to] vote with pa- 
per ballots in place of the show 
of hands.” 

Bortnick was well prepared 
for a fight. He had been told by 
the Borough President’s office 
that a written ballot was permit- 
ted as long as it remained public 
and not private. 

“But we don’t have ballots,” 
a seemingly amused Eaton re- 
sponded. 



Oo-ooh, that smell 
to linger for 3 years 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Bay Ridgites won’t get full 
relief from the stench of the 
Owls Head sewage treatment 
plant for nearly three years, 
city officials said at a raucous 
town hall meeting last week. 

This was the first time the 
city informed residents that con- 
struction on the “grit and scum” 
building, where, euphemistically 
speaking, solid waste is strained 
from liquid, wouldn’t be com- 
pleted until the tail end of 2009. 

But the city said that the 
building, part of the 54-year old 
plant at Shore Road near Owls 
Head Park, wasn’t the primary 


nostril offender. Rather, accord- 
ing to the results of an odor sur- 
vey also released at the meeting, 
the plant’s stinkiest components 
are the “primary settling tanks,” 
the open-air containers situated 
closest to residential buildings. 

The Department of Environ- 
mental Protection has begun 
covering those tanks with lami- 
nated plywood, a job that 
should be completed by March. 
DEP called the plywood a 
“short-term” solution, but one 
resident called it “slipshod” and 
another, a “Home Depot plan.” 

Residents are so impatient 
because the sewage-treatment 
facility has been offending Bay 
Ridgites since at least the 1980s. 
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Bortnick replied by holding 
up professional-looking ballots 
— with pencils already at- 
tached. 

By that time, the entire room 
was consumed in debate over 
which method to use: the 
“we’re all friends here” show of 
hands or the so-called “Bortnick 

“I want to avoid the awk- 
wardness that some people may 
feel with a hand vote,” Bortnick 


one woman said, threatening to 
walk out. “I don’t trust these 
people not to mess with my 

The haggling continued until 
it became clear that there was a 
consensus tor the “Bortnick bal- 
lot.” 

Finally, after nearly two 
hours of debate, the candidates 
took the floor to make their 

The speeches concluded, and 
the voting began. 

“This is complete bulls — ,” a 
woman said as she walked back 


Recent moves haven’t pla- 
cated residents, who have be- 
gun circulating a petition threat- 
ening legal action. And at the 
meeting, they laid into the com- 
missioners — despite a request 
from Community Board 10 
Chairman Craig Eaton to “be 
respectful.” 

That wasn’t in the cards. 

“To me, DEP means ‘Dys- 
functional Environmental Pro- 
crastination,’” said CB10 mem- 
ber Allen Bortnick. “We’re 
living in a veritable year-round 
outhouse.” 

And Robert Sablic, a Shore 
Road resident, complained that 
the city was forgetting the hu- 
man impact of the problem. 

“Over the past summer, I had 
difficulty sleeping,” said Sablic. 
“The odor got to be so bad, that 
I wanted to rent a hotel room in 
the city [Manhattan].” 

If the residents were combat- 
ive, they were only following 
the lead of the elected officials 
who organized the Dec. 14 
meeting. 

City Councilman Vince Gen- 
tile (D-Bay Ridge) attacked the 
city’s honesty: “To put it mildly, 
DEP has been less than forth- 
right about what’s happening at 
Owls Head for years.” 

For once, state Sen. Marty 
Golden (R-Bay Ridge) agreed 
with him, telling DEP officials 
that the problem with the agency 
was not merely its foot-dragging 
but its inability to be "up-front 
and honest.” 

“It’s hard to give you credi- 
bility on this issue,” said Gold- 
en, a former cop. 

The DEP staffers were con- 
trite. 

“We apologize for the quali- 
ty-of-life impact of the plant on 
the community,” said Mark 
Lanaghan, an assistant commis- 

But the audience was far 
from appeased. 

“It took a consultant to tell 
you that the primary launders 
are the main source of odor?” 
asked an incredulous Gentile. 
“Rather than wait for paid con- 
sultants, you should have been 
listening to the community for 
years on end.” 

The residents applauded. 


from handing in her ballot. 

By the way, Rasinya defeated 
Schiano by a 27-22 vote. 

He pledged reform. 

“I will work to build strong 
alliances with community 
groups and religious organiza- 
tions,” said Rasinya. 

A former police captain, 
Rasinya has belonged to nearly 
two-dozen civic and charitable 
organizations, in addition to 
serving with CB 10, most re- 
cently as vice-president. 

“My only agenda is for the 
people,” Rasinya said. 



New CB10 Chairman Dean Rasinya 



S MARTMOM THINKS 
that slumber parties for 
children under the age of 
35 should be banned. Why 
would any parent want to sacri- 
fice his or her sleep and sanity 
for an all-night gathering of 
pre-teen girls? 

A couple of weeks back, Di- 
vorce Diva asked Smartmom if 
she’d be willing to help out 
during her 10-year-old’s slum- 
ber birthday party. 

“It’ll be eight girls in all. Her 
private school requires that you 
either invite the entire class, all 
the girls, or only one chiid,” 
Divorce Diva explained. 

Eight girls. That seemed a 
tad excessive. Smartmom, who 
has never hosted a slumber par- 
ty for either Teen Spirit or the 
Oh So Feisty One, knows from 
anecdotal evidence that slum- 
ber parties are generally a bad 
idea. And if you must do it, 
keep it small. 

Smartmom considered hang- 
ing up the phone and leaving it 
off the hook for at least 16 
hours. But Divorce Diva could 
barely conceal her desperation. 

“I NEED YOU,” she cried 
into the phone. 

So, being the gullible, good- 
natured friend that she is, 
Smartmom relented. 

Besides, OSFO was an invit- 
ed guest and Smartmom 
thought it would be fun to be a 
fly on the wall — and a chance 
to hang out with her friend. 

The girls were in their paja- 
mas when Smartmom and 
OSFO arrived at Divorce 
Diva’s house in Ditmas Park at 
6 pm. And because it was an 
American Girl slumber party, 
the dolls were in their pajamas, 

The first activity, a video 
talk show, went well. The birth- 
day girl interviewed all of the 
American Girl dolls, including 
the eight dolls that belonged to 
the birthday girl. 

That’s 15 dolls and 15 inter- 

“So, who is your favorite 
person in the world?” the birth- 
day girl asked Felicity, OSFO’s 
Revolutionary War era doll, 
who was dressed in a hot pink 
bathrobe. 

“OSFO, of course,” OSFO 
answered in her doll’s voice. 

A fter the talk 

show, the girls went up- 
stairs to watch the video 
while Smartmom and Divorce 
Diva set up the Chinese food on 
the special party plates, as well 
as doll-sized plates for the dolls. 

Some of the girls (not to 
mention the dolls) were picky 

“I’ll just have miniature com 
and water chestnuts,” one girl 
said. Smartmom groaned as 
she fished out the miniature 
com and water chestnuts of one 
of the dishes. 

“I don’t eat fish or seafood,” 
another girl said. Smartmom 
offered her a plate of Chinese 
broccoli. “I don’t eat green 
food either.” 


SMART 

mom 




By Louise Crawford 


When it was time for bever- 
ages, the girls screamed for 
root beer, orange soda or Sierra 
Mist, while holding up doll 
sized cups for their American 
Girl dolls. 

Smartmom thought she 
might lose her mind. Instead, 
she served the girls — and the 
dolls — the soda they wanted 
and poured herself a tall glass 
of Trader Joe’s Merlot. Then a 
fight broke out between two 
highly hyperactive girls. 

“You pig,” one girl said. 
“Haven’t you ever heard of a 
fork?” The other girl looked 
ready to cry. Instead she threw 
shoes. American Girl doll 
shoes, of course. 

After the meltdown, er, din- 
ner, the girls decided to play 
with their dolls in the birthday 
girl’s tiny third-floor bedroom. 
Like Sherpas, Divorce Diva 
and Smartmom carried 15 dolls 
and all manner of doll furni- 
ture, horse stables, wheelbar- 
rows, and armoires filled with 
doll clothing to the bedroom 
upstairs. 

Ready for a nap, Smartmom 
lay down on the couch while 
Divorce Diva got out the Har- 
vey’s Bristol Cream and 
poured them each a glass. Yum. 

N ext up: beauty 

makeovers and a 
movie. Following a 
heated argument, the birthday 
girl got her way and the girls 
watched “Meet the Fockers” 
while applying mascara, eye 
shadow and rouge to the faces 
of girls and dolls alike. 

All was quiet until one girl 
came screaming downstairs: “I 
just got the make-up today and 

Divorce Diva did her best to 
console the girl. “It’s really not 
that bad,” she purred while an- 
other child made it look like 

To no avail. The indignity of 
someone messing with her 
make-up kit was just too much. 
Soon the girl succumbed to a 
bout of acute homesickness 
that necessitated a call home. 

When there was no answer, 
she tried her mother’s cell- 
phone and left a pleading mes- 
sage. 

“Can I have another glass of 
Merlot?” Smartmom asked 
pleadingly of Divorce Diva 
who was quick to oblige. 

While they waited for a call 
from homesick girl’s mom (it 
never came, by the way), the 
girl pined for her beloved fami- 
ly dog, who died five years 
ago. 

“I’ll never feel the soft fur of 
my dog ever again,” she said 
standing at the window staring 
at the stars like a Shakespeare- 


Enjoy the View! 

STOKKE XPLORY™ 

Urban Stroller ^ ^ 


Smartmom's night 
of the hyper tweens 



an heroine. 

At midnight, Shoe 
Thrower, who has 
ADFTD, came down- 
stairs. “I can’t settle 
down,” she told 
them. “They’re mak- 
ing too much noise.” 
Divorce Diva called the 
girl’s mother for advice. “Sepa- 
rate her from the other girls,” 
Shoe Thrower’s mom suggest- 
ed, so the girl was sequestered 
in Divorce Diva’s comfortable 
bedroom in front of the TV. 

T HE REST OF the girls 
didn’t settle down quite 
so easily. They arranged 
and rearranged their sleeping 
bags — and the dolls’ sleeping 
bags — in the family room. 
Smartmom could tell they were 
planning for a long night. 

“I’m not tired at all!” one 
girl said. “Neither am I,” 
OSFO chimed in. 

Smartmom rolled her eyes. 
Even those who were obvious- 
ly tired didn’t want to seem 
like wusses for going to sleep. 

Everyone knows, you get a 
badge of honor if you stay up 
later than anyone else. 

Smartmom retired to the 
guest room at 1 am hoping that 
it might inspire the girls to 
think about sleeping. But no 
such luck. At one point, a 
sleepy OSFO came into Smart- 
mom’s solitary sanctuary. 

“Would you like to sleep in 
here?” Smartmom said fearful- 
ly, pointing to the cozy, single 
bed. OSFO said no. Phew. 

“Do you want to go home?” 
“Nah, I want the goody 
bag,” she said and scurried out. 

While Smartmom slept fit- 
fully, there was noise, crying, 
and carrying on until 3:30 am, 
when Smartmom heard Di- 
vorce Diva desperately telling 
the girls, “I can’t take it any- 
more. I need some rest.” 

I N THE MORNING, 
Smartmom found Divorce 
Diva throwing toaster waf- 
fles on the table and waiting for 
the girl’s parents to arrive. 

The girls needed help find- 
ing their things and packing up. 

“I can’t find Piggy,” one girl 
came running down the stairs 
in an obvious panic. Eight girls, 
15 dolls and two moms 
searched the house high and 
low for a tiny pink stuffed ani- 
mal. 

Thankfully, Piggy was locat- 
ed, the girls ate breakfast, and 
their parents arrived just in the 
nick of time. Divorce Diva put 
on a good show. 

It was lively, she told them. 
Never a dull moment. One by 
one, she handed the parents 
their child’s rolling suitcase and 
goody bag. 

“You know, your daughter’s 
doll was incredibly well-be- 
haved,” Divorce Diva told one 
dad. “She’s always welcome 
here,” she said handing him a 
beautifully coiffed Molly. “She 
can sleep over here anytime. 
Anytime.” 



Brooklyn 
Fencing 
Center 

• Group Closses 

beginner to advanced 

• Open Fencing 

Monday - Saturday 

• Private Lessons 

• Summer Comps 


FENCING BIRTHDAV PACKAGES! 


Ages 6 & up 


62 Fourth St. (corner of Hoyt) • (718)522-5822 
uiuiui.8rooklvnFencing.com 


REGISTER NOW FOR 2007 

Gan Menachem 



JEWISH PRESCHOOL 


■ Warm, loving, experienced care for babies, H 
toddlers and young children up to 5 years. I 


In the heart of Brooklyn Heights - Close to all transportation 
Call Shternie Raskin for a tour: (71 8) 596-4840 x25 
117 Remsen Street (between Clinton & Henry Sts) 
Open 8am to 6pm, Monday - Friday • kiddiekorner.org 


FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS 


Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 
"University Professor of Speech & Communications" 
718 - 434-9697 
917 - 318-9092 


DRUM LESSONS 

All Styles, Levels, & Ages (6+) 



SLOPE MUSIC 


718-768-3804 A3C 


Photography 




A45/48/02/05/30-43 


SAT Test Prep/Tutoring 

Princeton Grad - 1500 SAT 10+ 
yrs exp teaching SAT and writing 
skills. Tutoring or small group 


GROOMING • BOARDING % 

Dogs & Cats • Voui Inspection Invited! 0 

* 


20e Service the 
* Tflovie Stars!* 


PUPPIES & KITTENS! 

Best Health • Home Bred • Temperments 

★★★★★ 

5 STAR 7 


(7i8) 258-2342 


PuppyParadise.com 

2082 Flatbush Ave. Bklyn, NY 




Sc ^ ool > 


Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment P Spaci0US Classrooms 


JEJ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 
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Senator St. a landmark 


LvxtUerAi* 4ic*l Center. 
Hospital fn Brooklyn. 


LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER is proud to have received the 2006 
Distinguished Hospital Award for Clinical Excellence™ from 
HealthGrades,® one of the nation’s leading health care rating organizations. 
This award ranks Lutheran Medical Center among the top 5% of all 
hospitals in the nation. 

In fact, Lutheran Medical Center is the ONLY hospital in Brooklyn, Queens, 
Staten Island and the Bronx to achieve this award, which recognizes 
those hospitals that provide the best overall outcomes for patients. 

Lutheran Medical Center also received the 2006 HealthGrades 
Excellence Awards for Gastrointestinal Care, General Surgery Care, 
Pulmonary Care and Stroke Care. 

Best rated health care that’s close to home — everyone deserves it. And 
now, Brooklyn has it. 

To reach a Lutheran Healthcare physician, call 1-71 8-630- RXRX (7979). 


MedicalCenter. 

150 55th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11220 
1-71 8-630-RXRX (7979) 


By Matthew Lysiak 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Little pink houses for you and me — 
but not for Senator Street. 

The city Landmarks Preservation 
Commission is considering a request by 
Community Board 10 to create a historic 
district on Senator Street between Third 
and Fourth avenues. 

“This is the only street in Bay Ridge 
with brownstones on both sides,” Eric 
Rouda, president of Senator Street’s 300 
Block Association, told CB10 on Mon- 
day. “We have to preserve what I believe 
to be one of the most beautiful blocks in 
Brooklyn.” 

The board later voted unanimously to 
send a letter of support to the LPC, which 
will take up the matter. 

The block is already on the National 
Registry of Historic Places, but residents 
said such status would not prevent home- 
owners from making changes that would 
supposedly distract from the famed 
brownstones. 

Along a similar stretch of brownstones 
in Park Slope, for example, one resident 
painted his house bright pink. 

That wouldn’t wash on Senator Street, 
Rouda said. 

“Someone with no soul could do that” 
without city landmarking, he said. 


Protection sought for Ridge's 
only full block of brownstones 



Brownstones along the 300-block of Senator Street, which are on the National 
Register of Historic Places, still lack city protection. 


New charges against Club Shadows 


for The Brooklyn Papers 

The tally of charges is now 
up to four against Club Shad- 
ows, the embattled Third Av- 
enue nightspot whose future 
increasingly appears in doubt, 
according to City Councilman 
Ymce Gentile (D-Bay Ridge). 

On Monday, Gentile told 
Community Board 10 that the 
state liquor authority was inves- 
tigating whether shadowy Sha- 
dows manager Joseph Domov- 
sky has any connection to the 
man who actually owns the 
site’s liquor license. 

If not, “it’s illegal and could 
result in revocation of the li- 
cense,” Gentile said. 

He also claimed that Club 
Shadows had been representing 
itself to the SLA under the un- 
registered name “Club Crash,” 
and that the agency was investi- 
gating why the content of some 
liquor bottles did not match the 
bottles’ labels. 

“This could mean that the 
liquor is being watered-down or 
that the labels are being 
switched,” Gentile said. “We 
just don’t know. It gets more 
mysterious by the minute.” 

But not everything is as mys- 


terious as Gentile claimed. 

State Liquor Authority spokes- 
man Bill Crowley confirmed 
that four charges have indeed 
been issued against the club, 
but at least one violation was 
due to a bureaucratic snafu. 

“We screwed up; they never 
presented themselves as Club 
Crash,” Crowley said. ‘That 
was a typo on our part, but we 
are going ahead with the charge 
that ‘Club Shadows’ is an un- 
registered name.” 

Crowley also clarified that 
the charge wasn’t for watered- 
down or mislabeled booze, as 
Gentile represented, but for ver- 

"We found five bottles with 
flies in them, and that was what 
that charge was for,” Crowley 

Club Shadows got on com- 
munity radar screens in No- 
vember, when a sign appeared 
on the club, which is on Third 
Avenue between 90th and 91st 
streets. The sign — adorned 
with a silhouette of a curvy 
woman — promised “exotic 
dancers” at the Nov. 30 open- 
ing. 

But the strippers never mate- 
rialized, and Domovsky insist- 


ed it was only a misunderstand- 
ing. Nonetheless, a skeptical 
Gentile showed up at the open- 
ing with SLA officers, who is- 
sued the citation for flies in a 
liquor bottle. 

Domovsky, who also man- 
ages “Shadow’s Lounge” in 


Sheapshead Bay, told The 
Brooklyn Papers that his only 
intention was to “bring a high- 
class, high-fashion environment 
to Bay Ridge.” 

He was not available for 
comment on the latest round of 
charges. — Matthew Lysiak 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 5 boarding 

A \ 718 222-4900 

1 \\ 7 am-I 0 pm weekdays, Qam-lOpm weekends 


u 


•ounds - fun 8 SAFE 

your do? play 

curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered buildin? 
individual attention 

multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 


2 supervised playgrt 
web cams - watcn 1 


]Tj DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 



at our new 


Take home a FREE 

Gateway Computer 

when you open a new CD! 


PARK AVENUE 

BANK 


The Best Address For Your Money 


Gift Deposit Ye 

Desktop $25,000 5 

Desktop $45,000 3 

Desktop $60,000 1 

Laptop $30,000 5 

Laptop $50,000 3 

Laptop $75,000 1 


464 86th Street (Next to Century 21), Brooklyn, NY 1 1 209 
71 8.745. 1 249 www.parkavenuebank.com 
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IMPROVEMENT 

CLASSIFIEDS 

continued from Home Improvement page 


Rubbish Removal 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


RESIDENTIAL & Serving All 

COMMERCIAL of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call: 718-893-4006 



* JC TREE SERVICE # 

Serving all the 5 Boroughs w 5 o 

FREE estimates All Phase of Tree Work 


LICENSED & INSURED 


• Tree Removal • Free Load 

='s. A 0,= “ 

* Pruning 


St 718 896 2158 r c ‘-\ 






5# . . 



Notice is hereby given of the formation of Global 


Pricing Analytics LLC. Arti 
with the office of the New 


sr 6, 2006. The Secretary of State has been 
designated as agent of Global Pricing Analytics LLC for 


: making legal service of process. The 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any process 
served upon him/her for the LLC to Alfred B. Arterburn, 
481 81st Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209. The purpose of 
the LLC is any legal purpose. It will operate for an indef- 
inite duration. The company will operate out of an 
office located at 481 81st Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209^ 


DONATE YOUR 
VEHICLE 


or Next Day Pick up. 
Call for info 

800-339-7790 


REAL ESTATE 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Brownstone Brooklyn 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 

• Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens »Park Slope 

• Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights »Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill ‘Clinton Hill »Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718) 858-6100 


Brown Harris Stevens 



Eileen Richter 

Vice President 


We are pleased to announce t 
Eileen Richter, 
Associate Broker 
has been named a 
Vice President 
specializing in the sale of lux> 
cooperatives, condominium 
townhouses and lofts. 


Start the New Year off Right! 
- Live Life to the MAXX — 


MaxxRealty.com H. mv if 
1-888-751-8500 


COMMERCIAL LOFTS 


inL inducing a I7eah ^ 
nnnnnrir in nw n«r-*_i y« it i 
biJGinn^f -tpacn 

rasas 


CO-OPS & CONDOS 


10! 


1 . 

D N " D EKALB 


(. 742-882 sq.ft. $340K - $395K. 

CALL 718-210-2109 


/. File #CD04-0216 



AGENTS 


Florida 

Real 

Estate? 

www.nvfraninflorida.com 
Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

Prudential Florida 
WCI Realty 

Wellington/ 

West Palm Beach 

(561) 307-0471 

email: 

nyfraninflorida@aol.com 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


" - - Apartments & Rooms Direct from Owners! 

BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1-877-FOR-RENT 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios;! -2 Bdrms ; $800-2000 


HOUSES 
FOR SALE 


East New York 




Princess Bay 

1 Fam. Colonial - Totally 
Renovated. 3-4 BR, 2 Bath 

GranteVlt Ctri A/C,' Hrdwd^trs! 

(347)675-8184 A50 


INSURANCE 



MORTGAGES 


i As io^w^ ^APR^m^ 


ATTORNEYS 


WRls, Proxies 
Available at 


Free 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 


CLIPandSAVE 


:===• 


Tm p( 

1-522-' 



SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY APPEALS 


(718) 21 


sss 

800-675-8556 


MERCHANDISE 
AND SERVICES 

To advertise please call (718) 834-9350 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 
• tax planning and preparation 


71 8-788-391 3 


catch 

coMP ^ 

Call the TECH VET! 

HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS! 
Flat Rate and Hourly Service 
MAC Specialist 

646-932-3744 

Yes, that’s a local call! UFN 


Computers II Music Instruction 


computer solutions SLOPE MUSIC 

I Protection - Network Installation 
and wireless), Virus and Spyware 
al - System and Hardware Upgrades, 
and General Maintenance, On-site 

Service - Se habla espanol. Free estimate. slopemusic 

(917)415-6807 718 . 768 . 38 04 

www.praxismfo.biz 10 oow A3c 




Merchandise For Sale 

Computers 

1 

One captains bed, 2 dressers, 1 rock- 


for $299. Call (718) 833-0859. 


Merchandise Wanted 


EL, Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

fa LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


5 String Banjo 
Lessons 


Beginners a Specialty 
Located in Cobble Hill 

Call Sandy at (718) 923-5657 


To Advertise in 
The Brooklyn Papers 

Call (718) 834-9350 


JOBS 


ENGINEERING 

STATIONARY E 









Help Wanted 


Executive Asst 




Average Pay $20/hour or $57K/annually 

including federal benefits and overtime. 
Paid training and vacations. 



CADNET 

Classified AD NETwork 


g to any of these ads. Under NO 











i nnn.i4A.0A2A Fvt no M 


SHIiSS 

callers, so call now! 1-800-795-3579. 

ss s 

s^^^^ N 7 lo rd bi s n Mr lud,d / stes - 

tacuiar mountain uiewsl Paved mads, taring. 828-247- 













































16 BWN 


The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com • (718) 834-9350 


December 23, 2006 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 


Architects 


• VIOLATIONS REMOVED • 
• BASEMENT & CELLAR 
LEGALIZATIONS • 

Decks/Industrial/Commercial Design 
29 Years of Quality Service & Experience 

j^ T [718)855-1237 

Zr^RCHIT€CTUR€ 


Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile 




Installations of 
All Ceramic Tile, 
Marble, etc. 
Custom & 
Commercial 


Free Estimates Chris and Gerry 

7 Days a Week (718) 987-8856 



Carpentry 


Carpentry Plus 

• Window Installation • Tile Work 

Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 

Wood Specialties 

Install and fix doors, build walls. We 
aslo do painting & plastering. 

Call Maggie (347) 385-4728 
www.warsaw-painting.com 



Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 



€j| Wf Everything for your bath i 
X l\ Offering interest free f 

Tile Studio 


Kitchen and bath designers on staff 


> Marble, Granites, 
eel, Corlan, Silestone 
countertops. 


336 9th Street 0p ®l 7 AK ^y s di f c !! eek 

(bet. 5th and 6th Aves.) Bklyn, NY Mon (hm Frj; 10 . 00am _ 6:30 

(718) 369-6873 Sat: 10am -5pm. Sun 11am -5 pm 





Cleaning Services 


"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


Cleaning Services 


"Old Fashioned Irish Cleaning" 
• All Phases of Domestic Service 
Gift Certificates Available 

718-279-3334 


Decks 


DECKS 

by Bart 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Call Bart: 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


— NAM 

DEMOLITION 

Hassle Free! We Do It All! 
No Permit! No Dumpster! 

No Labor Needed! 


FREE ESTIMATES!! &Q. 

www.NMDemoUtion.com 

(718) 351-6273 



Kristen Austin 
718.522.1232 


Decks 




We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• We charge by the job, not by the hour 

• Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts, 
so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 

• Technicians specializing in repair and upgrades 
of older homes built before 1980 


• 100% money back guarantee. 

• Mention this ad and save $25. 

Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 
Electrical Inc. www.ChristJon.com ^ 


Contractors 


_ 43044 

■JC K 




All Kinds of Home Remodeling. Renovations & Repairs 

FULLY INSURED AND NYC LICENSED NYC HIC LIC# 1175612 

Full Interior Renovations - Basements - Kitchens - Bathrooms 
Marble Tiles - Stone Tiles - Kitchen Cabinets - Granite 
Counter Tops - Oak Floors - Ornamental Molding & Medallion 
- Doors - Custom Closets - Finished work - Decks 


Email: info@jabezhomeimprovement.com or'mge! 




A30-26 


CH rFT> 


Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist exterior 

c' Bath, KiKh Jobs are Owner Supervised ,R “ ,ln9 

•Ceramic Tile i^.- ^ . ; i • Custom Decks 

. Custom Carper doing a great job . Additions 

• Dry Wall for over ten years -Dormers 

• Doors • Roof Raisers 

" 9 718-375-8292 

Lie# 1157104 & Bonded 




Joseph Prestiaf 

General Contracting Heating & Mechanical 

Take care of your Heating concerns A Full Service Contracting 

before you’re left out in the COLD. company with Heating Expertise 

NOW can save you thousands of Complet J y Remodeled . Kitchen Sc Finished 

(718) 382-7648 • (917) 796-0063 




Now Online '^ajfecom 




American Eagle 
Construction Corp. 


Home Improvement - Interior & Exterior 
• Demolition & Renovation • Painting/Removing 


• Brick Work • Brownstone Repair 

• Roofing Jobs • Stucco • Sheetrock 

• Tile Roor Work • Cement Work 

• Kitchen • Bathrooms, Basements & More! 


Tel: 718-413-6003 
718-506-6115 


americaneagleconstruction@yahoo.com 


STONEHENGE 

Construction Group 

Our Services Include: 

Painting & Plastering 
Kitchens & Baths 
Tiling & Wood Flooring 
Basements & Closets 

Replacement Windows & More 
Call David Fisher Directly 
Free Estimates • Insured 

Lie# 120061 9 

(917) 974-3625 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 

Continuing two generations of fine 
craftsmanship in the downtown 
Brooklyn area. 

Specializing in all phases 

OE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS 
Complete Rehabs • Kitchens 
Baths • Finished Basements 
Painting * Plastering 
All Floors and Tile 
Finish Carpentry 
15th yr with The Brooklyn Papers 
License #HICID99974 and Insured 

718-979-0913 

MELODY 

Construction NY Inc. 

Interior & Exterior General Contractor 

• Steam Cleaning • Brick* Masonry 

ALL KINDS OF CEMENT WORK 

FREE EST. Ask For “AZAD” 
(718) 633-5249 
(917) 302-1397 

Fully Licensed & Insured 


Pisgah Builders Inc. 

VIOLATIONS REMOVED 

•Kitchen & Baths Renovated • Repairs • 
Carpentry • Sheetrock • Plastering • 
Painting • Ceramic Tiles 

EMMMM 

FREE (718) 567-7496 
EST (917)687-5841 



CMO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

• Fin. Basements • Kitchens 

• Bathrooms • Framing 

• Sheetrock • Doors 

• Plastering • Decks 

• Retaining Walls • Painting 

• Hardwood Flooring • Pergo 

• Ceramic Tde • Windows 
All Masonary Work; 

Brick Work & Pointing 
Call Chris O'toole for all your 
Home Improvement needs. 

(917) 400-6028 

Licensed & Insured 
Free Estimates 


Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 

Kitchens, Baths, Closets and Offices, 
mg, tiling, carpentry, and more 

The Total Contractor 

Total reliability 

- prompt, kept scheduling 

Total experience 

Total back-up 

- advice and guidance 

Insured, Bonded, License: #1190150 

Total Property Services, Inc. 

917-682-0085 

Dorothy 


BDBTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORR 


www. Bo bTek Electrical. 

We Install or Repair Evervthii 

CALL NOW... Help is On the Way! ^^ZQBTEK- 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 



Call Nick (718) 331-3210 


Firewood 


FIREWOOD 

Ready to Burn Assortment of: 
Wild Cherry, Maple, Ash, Beech 

For Quick, Personal Service 
and Competitve Rates Call: 
Franks Firewood (718) 641-8673 

A30-04 


Firewood 


FIREWOOD 

TREE SERVICE 

All Seasoned Hardwood 

- Premium - 
- Ready to Burn - 

(718) 954-4105 


Floor Maintenance 


Master Flooring 

Installation Sanding Finishing 
All Kinds of Hardwood Floors 
$2.50/SF 

Lamination Floor $1.25/SF 
Free Estimates 

Call Tim (347) 278.0331 


Exterminators 



Floor Maintenance 


HXTREME 

Hardwood Floors 

718-972-1984 


D &K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 

718 720-2555 





dig 


gardening’ 


479 Atlantic Ave. (bet. 3rd & Nevins) 

(646) 489-5181 

www.gardendig.com 


KBM Contracting 

Bathrooms • Carpentry 
Tiling • Decks • Windows 
Flooring • Roofing • Doors 


To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


FULLY INSURED 

SURE THING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Painting • Carepntry • Masonry • Plastering Restoration 
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Robert 718-249-6928 • rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


Movers (Licensed) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


21 49 E. 72nd St. DOT#321 49 

718-763-1435 


Movers (Licensed) 




We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TOP HAT MOVERS 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 



Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 


718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Locksmiths 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 



Locks • Alarms • Gates 

I EMERGENCY SERVICE I 
| ANY DAY, ANY TIME | 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Painting 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 

Excellent References 

718-834-0470^ 


John Haviaras 


PAINTING 


Interior/Exterior Painting 
Taping • Sheetrock 
Complete Apartment & Home 
Renovations. Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


Painting 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable <& Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 9214932 



NYS Registered 1974 Painter 

718-748-6990 



Low Price Jfii 

jg'ai 

718-439-7309 


jm 

j] Interiors 

Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces • Paper Hanging 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 
www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


Piping 


Jennifer Mechanical* 3 ” 

a Pipins & Heating Company 
Commercial 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE Residential 
All Plumbing Repairs & Replacement 

Waterlines & Sewer lines Replaced 8, Repaired 
Water Healers & Boiler Installation Repair 8. Service 

♦ Clogged Drains <• High Velocity Jetting 
❖ In-Line TV Inspection 

Toll Free: 866 554 3329 Local: 718 769 5400 


Plumbing 


ZAV PLUMBING & HEATING LLC 


Residential (718) 332-8511 Commercial 

•Boiler Installation & Repair • Oil to Gas Conversion • Radiant Heating Design 
• Hot Water Heaters Replaced • Boiler Controls & Trouble Shooting 
• All Types of Heating Systems & Radiators Installed & Repaired 
• Annual Boiler Inspection • Violations Removed • Water Or Gas Leaks Repaired 

Insured (718) 332-8511 LIC #2011 



NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
® ITI Plumbing H SS 

TUBS • SINKS * MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Project Managers 


SEAMUS 

H E N C H Y 

AND ASSOCIATES 

Professional Project 
Managers 



Mark's Roofing 

All types of roofing 
15 years experience 

(718) 477-6191 
(917) 498-6591 

Ask for Mark 

Insured & Licensed #1156783 


Roofing 

Residential & Commercial 

ing membranes, EPDM & hot asphalt 

Riggs Construction 
4 -n (718) 398-6423 ^ 
— • (917) 578-1414 ^ 


ROOFING 
D.B.L. Systems 

Rubber, Slate, Shingles 
25 Years Hands on Experience 

Call Russ (646) 236-1147 
(718)312-2387 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 

Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 

19th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 





212.431.7175 

www.sghenchy.com 


BENSON ROOFING HOME IMPROVEMENT CORP. 

13 yrs guaranteed on all roofs 



MORE Home Improvement Classifieds on other classifieds page 














































